
The Rosebud Conservation District  

attends Soil Health Tour in Bismarck!  

Local producers, NRCS and Rosebud Conservation District Supervisors and employees 

attended a three day soil health workshop in Bismarck North Dakota.  The group toured 

several farms and ranches in the area, where the landowner and operator gave a pres-

entation on how they were managing their farm.  

Some of the stops included: 

Grazing Systems Based on Soil Health.  An operation by Ken Miller that involves high 

stock density grazing and bale grazing.   

Gabe and Paul Brown have an operation that includes mob grazing , bale grazing and 

even chickens.     

Marlyn Richter has a forage based Cropping system and started no-tilling in 2001. He 

manages soil moisture with cover crops and livestock.  

Black Leg Ranch owned and operated by Jerry Doan and his sons, are advancing soil 

health by grazing and recovery, and cover crop combinations.   The Doan‘s are integrat-

ing wildlife for outfitting and tying it all together. 

The group visited Mennoken Farm, a 150 acre piece of cropland that is owned and man-

aged by the Burleigh County Conservation District.  They have ten plots where they 

have cover crops, potatoes that are grown above the ground, composting and fertilizer 

teas that they make at the sites, among many other fascinating practices.  

Building soil health is the main focus of all of the operations toured during the three days 

spent in Burleigh County.  Diversity and holistic man-

agement were phrases that were repeated time and 

again during the tour. Although each of the produc-

ers has their own managing systems, some similar 

and others very different, they have a long term con-

tinuing goal of improving soil health through their 

grazing and planting systems, implementing and  

planting cover crop mixtures, grazing, baling,  build-

ing soil biology and improving soil organic matter.  

Each site started with a scoop of soil and in the soil 

you could see the layers of tillage in the soil.   

Many of these farmers and rancher believe and demonstrate that no-till systems are the 

beginning of cropland soil health.  They 

stress diversity and demonstrate how cover 

crop mixtures mimic native rangeland and 

accelerate biological time.  

The Rosebud Conservation District will be 

planning a shorter one to two day tour next 

August.  If you are interested in attending or 

would like more detailed information on cover 

crop and no-till drilling, contact: Bobbi Van-

nattan at the Forsyth USDA Center at 406-

346-7333 ext 101.        More pictures on page 11. 



Sage Grouse Workshop Scheduled for October 18
th

, 2011 

  A workshop about managing Sage Grouse habitat will be held at the Spring Creek School 

  7 miles north of Decker, MT on October 18th, 2011 at 2:30 pm.  The workshop is being put 

  on by a Sage-Grouse Opportunity Grant offered through the Montana Association of Con 

      servation Districts.  The workshop will begin with a field trip to a juniper thinning site; partici         

pants will meet at the school and will carpool to the site.  The workshop will return to the school, and 

speakers will include Joe Fidel, the Montana NRCS State Sage Grouse Coordinator, as well as Rick Dan-

vir, a ranch manager with the Deseret Land and Livestock Company.  A free supper will be provided, a 

RSVP is required by October 14th, 2011, and can be done by calling the Hardin NRCS Field Office at: 

(406) 665-3442, ext. 3.  The school can be reached from the south  by driving through Decker, MT on 

Highway 314 approximately 7.5 miles north and then east on the County Road about 1.5 miles.  From 

Kirby, MT, the school is 20 miles south on Hwy 314 and then 1.5 miles east on the County Road. 

Treasure CD Hosts Area IV meeting 

Treasure County Conservation District hosted the annual Area IV meeting 

this year.  The even was well attended by conservation district supervisors, 

staff, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Department of Natu-

ral Resources (DNRC), Fish Wildlife and Parks, and Montana Association of 

Conservation Districts, forgive me if I have left anyone out.  This was a well 

planned and organized event, that took a little different direction this year.  

Instead of the ritual meeting and entertainment or educational presentation, 

this was an interactive workshop, facilitated by Ray Ledgerwood of Board 

Works.  The session was tilted ―Making the Most of What you Have‖.  The 

group reviewed some of the conservation district laws, powers and authori-

ties that Montana put in place in the 1939.  Discussion involved how conser-

vation districts can use their powers and authority to develop and advance 

significant conservation programs to meet local needs.  Each District in the 

area came up with ideas of a project that they would like to see brought to 

fruition.  There were 

many great ideas, from soil health to getting districts 

involved with the mitigation process for 310 projects in 

area streams and rivers.  Ray sent the group away 

with a to do list including asking each supervisor what  

they want to accomplish as a supervisor?  Each dis-

trict was asked to send a project plan to Laurie Zeller 

outlining their project idea, identifying criteria, meas-

urements of success, measurable goals, listing bench-

marks, timelines and actions and a list of alliances and 

partnerships that will be needed for the project plan. If 

each district in the state completes their tasks and fol-

lows up, Laurie will receive 58 project plans on her 

desk.  Thank you Julie and Treasure CD for hosting 

this educational and interactive workshop.  

Julie Mantei, TCCD Administrator 

Ray Ledgerwood, engages the group in discussion. 



Big Horn River Alliance- River Issues Meeting October 13Th
 

The Big Horn River Alliance will be holding a river issues meeting.  It will be held October 13th in Billings.  This 

meeting involves the National Park Service and the Bureau of Reclamation in order to review Big Horn Lake 

elevations and resultant river flows both last year and planning for the upcoming year.  It is important that all of 

us downstream stake holders participate in this planning process.  Doug Haacke will be the spokesman for our 

issues, but of course you will all be allowed to voice your opinions.  Those of you who participated in the Janu-

ary 2011 meeting, probably remember, that it was the beginning of our show of solidarity in voicing River and 

downstream concerns.  We need to be sure we are being heard. 

The Meeting Date is set, the time and place to be determined please contact:  

Zoe Opie; 406.-666-2304; absaraka@bhwi.net   

OR    

Doug Haake: 406-855-6357; dhaacke@gmail.com 

    Big Horn CD Chair Sends Letter 

This letter was recently mailed to all members of the Missouri River Working Group, local officials, and officials of 

the Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the Army 

Corps of Engineers.  The Missouri River Working Group currently consists of two senators from the each of the 

following states: Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and Missouri. 

September 1, 2011 

The Big Horn Conservation District has in recent years noticed an increase in the number of 310 permit applica-

tions on the Bighorn River for stream bank stabilization.  Persons applying for these permits are very vocal in 

their assessment that the main reason for the damage to their property and the resultant need to spend time and 

money to protect the property is directly attributable to the current operation of Yellowtail Dam.  They discuss the 

apparent recent policy of maintaining a high winter flood pool during the time they feel it should be lowered in an-

ticipation of spring snowpack melt and spring rains.  Others mention being told by Bureau of Reclamation per-

sonnel that downstream drainages are not taken into consideration when determining dam releases.  

One applicant has provided the conservation district with documentation (including graphs) of recent years of 

daily spring and summer discharge from the dam as compared with the daily spring and summer discharge from 

the dam since it was built.  The data indicates the recent discharges have been more than double the historic dis-

charges. 

Applicants also allude to the possibility that the increased winter flood pool level is the result of political pressure 

from the State of Wyoming.  Hopefully that is not correct, however, if maintaining adequate lake levels at the 

south end of Big Horn Lake for recreational purposes enters into the operational decisions of Yellowtail Dam, a 

comparison between financial gain and financial losses (including natural resource destruction) is a must. 

The supervisors of the Big Horn Conservation District do not have expertise in operating a dam, and make no 

pretense that they do.  They do, however, represent every landowner within the Big Horn Conservation District, 

and as such, feel compelled to listen, discuss and address concerns and issues that are brought before the 

board.    

Sincerely, 

 

Roy Neal 

Chairman 

Big Horn Conservation District 



Sweet clover is an introduced winter-hardy, drought-tolerant, legume that 

was commonly planted on degraded or abandoned farm ground, in road 

cuts for reclamation, or as livestock forage. Generally, sweet clover is a 

biennial – appearing as a rosette the 1st year and as a tall flowering plant 

the next. However, in rare occasions, sweet clover can act as a perennial 

or even annual, but all plants die after flowering.  

Is Sweet Clover Good Forage? 

Sweet Clover is not very palatable due to its stemminess and large 

amount of coumarin. Usually the wild growing sweet clover varieties have 

the highest coumarin concentrations. Cattle generally select for more pal-

atable plants first and use the sweet clover sparingly. If enough is eaten, 

cattle may get accustomed to the taste of the coumarin and use it more 

readily. There is a slight risk of bloat when grazing immature sweet clover, 

so be sure to provide adequate water, salt, and dry forage. It is most pal-

atable in the spring and early summer. 

Sweet clover production varies tremendously from year to year – therefore it should not be relied upon for livestock 

forage.  In years favorable for sweet clover it has been known to grow up to 10 feet tall producing an incredible 

amount of forage, but in other years it may not grow at all, or produce very little. Sweet clover can emerge in the 

winter and spring after 3 days of above freezing temperatures. Early emergence followed by freezing temperatures 

may reduce that year‘s sweet clover crop.  

  Does Sweet Clover Make Good Hay? 

Yes, sweet clover hay can be as good as alfalfa hay if it is cut at bud – 

10% flowering and properly cured. Allow sweet clover to dry to 17-18% 

moisture for small bales and 13-14% for large bales to avoid molding and 

sweet clover bleeding disease.   

Why Do Sweet Clover Stands Commonly Stop at Fence-Lines? 

Sweet clover is generally known to establish in disturbed areas – or in this 

case, areas that were grazed heavily the previous year. Althought, some-

times sweet clover may establish more in undisturbed areas. It is thought 

that tall canopies of cool season grasses create conditions that promote 

sweet clover seedling establishment, especially when it‘s warm and dry during establishment periods. The season 

a pasture is grazed may also affect sweet clover production and establishment but conflicting research findings ex-

ist on that subject. 

Is Sweet Clover good for wildlife and pollinators? 

Sweet clover can make up a large portion of elk, deer, and antelope diets. 

Some research has shown mule deer diets being comprised by over 70% 

sweet clover in the summer and fall. A study in the Missouri Breaks found 

that deer produce larger antlers during ‗sweet clover years‘.   

Several bird species use sweet clover as nesting, brood-rearing, and win-

ter cover as well as for food. Sharptail grouse, pheasants, quail, and par-

tridges are known to eat sweet clover seeds. Jack rabbits, prairie dogs, 

sage-grouse, sparrows, each readily use sweet clover during all or part of 

the year.  

Getting to Know Your Plants: 

Alfalfa 

Only Upper Half 

 of Leaf Margin is Serrated 

Sweet Clover 

Serrations Along Entire 

Leaf Margin 

(Melilotis officinalis) 



Sweet Clover is highly valuable for pollinator species. In fact, the genus 

Melilotis came from the latin words ―mel‖ which means ―honey‖ and ―lotus‖ 

which means ―legume‖. Beekeepers often seek out sweet clover stands.  

Is Too Much Sweet Clover a Problem? 

Sweet clover is considered invasive in some areas and desirable in others. 

Its invasiveness depends on climate, soils, potential plant community, etc. It 

can displace native species and reduce the production of native range plants 

by limiting sunlight and moisture, changing nutrient availability, and prevent-

ing native plant establishment. Some studies show that native forbs are more 

impacted by the presence of sweet clover than native grasses.  

What Is Sweet Clover Disease and How Can It Be Avoided? 

Livestock can be poisoned by eating too much spoiled sweet clover hay or 

silage. During spoiling the coumarins in sweet clover change into dicumarol, 

a toxic compound that causes hemorrhaging from faulty blood coagulation. 

Infected animals may show stiffness 

and lameness due to bleeding into 

the muscles and joints and death 

may occur suddenly. Other signs are 

nose bleeds and swellings filled with blood on various parts of the body. If 

doses of dicumarol are low, animals may go months without showing any 

sign of the disease. It is unlikely that cattle showing signs of bleeding can be 

saved. Infected animals with few signs may be saved by administering 

doses of Vitamin K or by blood transfusion. Avoid feeding sweet clover si-

lage. If you aren‘t sure whether sweet clover hay was properly cured, feed it 

in a 7-10 day rotation with alfalfa hay. Do not feed sweet clover hay the 

month before calving, de-horning, or castrating – as cattle may especially susceptible to hemorrhaging.  

K. Kilwine 

Rosebud County Reserved Water 

In 1978, to ensure and adequate supply of water for future agricultural and other uses the Montana Board of Natu-

ral Resources and Conservation granted water reservations in the Yellowstone River basin to conservation districts 

and other government entities.   

Montana‘s water reservation law provides an opportunity to legally allocate water for future consumptive uses as 

well as to maintain in stream flows to protect water rights, aquatic life and water quality. A basin-wide system of 

water reservations is felt to be a strong basis for protecting Montana‘s interest relative to those of downstream 

states.  

The conservation district water reservations are for agricultural irrigation 

and in some districts for stock watering. Districts rely on land users within 

the basin to develop the water resource and put the reserved water to 

use.  Districts encourage land users and resource managers to apply to 

them for reserved water for new or supplemental irrigation projects.  

When the Montana Water Use Act was passed in 1973, the option to re-

serve water become a major component of the water law. It was recog-

nized the Montana must be responsive to the need for establishing op-

tions for future diversionary uses of Montana‘s water resources and for 

maintaining in stream flows for the protection of existing water rights, 

aquatic life and water quality.  The law provides for the establishment of 

reservations of water by public entities for the beneficial uses that are necessary and shown to be in the public in-

terest.             Continued on page 9 



When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of 

a stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams 

and rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent 

to steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon 

completion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes neces-

sary.  After the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional 

permits are required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before be-

ginning the project.   

Big Horn County: 

In addition to the 

Tongue River Reser-

voir there are more 

than 30 perennial  

streams in Big Horn 

County. Please contact 

the conservation district 

to clarify if your project 

requires a 310 permit. 

 

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County Require a 

310 Permit! 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 

Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

FOR SALE: 
Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$15 each 

FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

For Sale  or Rent: 

FOR SALE: 
 

4‖x5‖ Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$60.00 

Books: 

Irrigator‘s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small 

& $40-large 

Wildlife Ramps: $15 each 

FOR RENT: 

Track Filler-$100 per day 

     -$200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and 

maximum of 200 acres per use. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

Rosebud County 

Yellowstone River 

Tongue River 

Rosebud Creek 

Lame Deer Creek 

Otter Creek 



NO-Interest Loan Program 

The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage people 

to install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Districts no-interest 

loan is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and systems as a part of a con-

servation plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation District.  Conservation program loans 

can be applied in a number of different practices including; storage tanks, stream bank stabilization, pumps, irri-

gation pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, dams, stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and 

sagebrush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation 

goals. Loans are available up to $40,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three percent.  

Applicants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applications are accepted and 

reviewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less than 6 months after the 

loan date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans will NOT be allowed for re-

seeding Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the Rose-

bud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov. 

 

 

Irrigation Systems, 
$1,568,436

Stockwater 
Development, 

$748,050

Land Leveling, 
$302,500

Streambank 
Stabilization, 

$183,300

Leveling/Irrigation, 
$80,100

Seeding, $55,400

Feedlot Ag Waste, 
$40,000

Leveling/Tanks/Fenci
ng, $35,000

Leveling/Gated Pipe, 
$26,300

Fences, $11,600

Rang & Water 
Improvements, 

$10,900

Waterspreading/Fenc    
e, $8,600.00

Pits, $800

No-Interests Loans Approved 1983-2011  
$3,070,986

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-

grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 

etc.) should contact USDA’ s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave-

nue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 



What’s Good for Rangelands is Good for Sage Grouse 

   by Don Youngbauer for the Natural Resources Partnership of Montana, a coalition  

O   of federal, state, and county agencies working to educate and inform Montanans 

   about the value of conserving natural resources.  

   I am a member of the Natural Resources Partnership of Montana, a Rosebud County Con-

   servation District supervisor and on our state association 

  board, a member of the National Association of Conservations 

Districts, and chair of the Yellowstone River Conservation District Council.  

I grew up in Forsyth and I've ranched my land for 15 years. As a young boy 

driving through the snow, I could practically see a sage-grouse under every 

sage bush; there were thousands of them for every quarter mile. Sage-grouse 

are an indicator species, meaning that we recognize a range system as healthy 

if it supports a population of sage-grouse. 

The sage-grouse is a Candidate Species for Endangered Species Act protec-

tion. A coalition of partners* is working hard in Montana under the Sage-Grouse 

Initiative to help ranchers voluntarily manage their resources to improve sage-

grouse habitat while also benefiting their 

operations. The partners believe that by developing and overseeing sage-

grouse habitat management at the local level with local knowledge and volun-

tary participation, healthy sage-grouse population numbers can be reestablished throughout priority (or core) ar-

eas to the direct benefit of associated private rangelands. Additionally, the Montana Association of Conservation 

Districts is working with agricultural producers carrying out sage-grouse conservation activities outside of the Sage

-Grouse Initiative. A strong link exists between sound rangeland stewardship and healthy sage-grouse habitat. 

Shared benefits include large and un-fragmented range landscapes, native plant diversity, good grazing plans, 

active weed management, control of 

encroaching conifers, productive springs and seeps, and productive sagebrush grasslands with a healthy peren-

nial grass understory. Shared detriments include urbanization and subdivision, overgrazing, fragmented land-

scapes from roads and power lines, vegetation dominance by club moss and blue grama, and water tanks that 

drown wildlife and foul stock water because they 

lack escape ramps. 

The Sage-Grouse Initiative partners have a strong history of successful habitat conservation on private lands 

within a very short time frame. The sage-grouse strategy in Montana involves five basic steps: 

- Identify core areas where the largest benefit for sage-grouse conservation can be attained. 

-Expand sage-grouse public education and outreach. 

- Provide long-term protection through conservation easements of the best remaining habitat 

to prevent conversion to other uses. 

- Improve health and habitat values associated with sagebrush communities through management 

and structural improvements. 

- Develop and implement a comprehensive monitoring program. 

Thirteen core areas have been identified in Montana that provide habitat for 75 percent of all birds in the state. 

The complete Montana strategy can be found at www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov. 

It is important that we keep control of sage-grouse management at the local level in Montana. It is vital to form 

strong working partnerships with private landowners who cooperate on a voluntary basis in order to maintain 

healthy wildlife populations. Montana's ranchers have established a legacy of pristine rangelands. Let's reward 

them for their efforts and acknowledge their importance in helping to restore our sage-grouse numbers. The Sage-

Grouse Initiative is a vital program and one that is a good fit for producers as well as for sage-grouse. What is 

good for livestock is good for sage-grouse. Participation by the ranch community is not only encouraged, but nec-

essary for success. 

Believe me, it ensures win-win results. 
 

*Natural Resources Conservation Service; State, local and Federal agencies; tribes; NGOs, private landowners. 

http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov


Soil Health Workshop Scheduled for November 15
th

 in Hardin 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will be holding an educational workshop about soil health on 
Tuesday, November 15th, at the MSU Extension Office in Hardin, MT.  A free lunch will be provided starting at 
11:30 am, with the workshop kicking off at 1:00 pm, and concluding around 4:30 pm.  This is an excellent opportu-
nity for anyone who is interested in learning about soil health and how it applies to conservation tillage systems, 
crop rotations, and productivity.   
Several speakers at this workshop will include: Ray Archuleta, a Conservation Agronomist with the NRCS East Na-
tional Technology Support Center; Kate Norvell, NRCS Bozeman Area Agronomist; Ann Fischer, Baker NRCS Dis-
trict Conservationist; in addition to several Baker-area farmers who have had great success with utilizing no-till, di-
versifying their crop rotations, and including cover crops on their cropland acres. 
An RSVP for this workshop must be made by Wednesday, November 9th.  To RSVP, please contact the Hardin 
NRCS Field Office by calling (406) 665-3442 ext. 3.   
 

Reservations Cont…. 

A reservation is subject to protection under the Montana Water Use Act and is an appropriative water right pro-

tected by law.  In the case of the conservation districts, the right is held by the district on behalf of the individual 

users.  Individuals will then apply to the district when they have plans to put water to use.  A water users receives 

an authorization or permit in their name from the district for the right to use a portion of the district‘s reserved water.  

Legally, this is the same as when an individual obtains a permit from the Department of Natural Resources & Con-

servation (DNRC) to use water.  

The first board order to establish water reservations on any river in Montana was issued in December of 1978 for 

the Yellowstone River basin.  The order reserved water for municipal use, irrigation, off stream storage, and in 

stream flow.  In this basin, qualified individual users can make use of a portion of the conservations districts‘ re-

served water and take advantage of the December 15, 1978, priority date.  

Municipal uses were given priority over all other reserved water uses.  

Reservations of water for in stream flows were given priority over the con-

servation district‘s reservations above the mouth of the Bighorn River. For 

the conservation district below the mouth of the Big Horn River, including 

the water shed of the Big Horn River, the district‘s water reservation were 

given priority over the in stream flow reservations.  

The Rosebud Conservation District, as a water reservation holder, is re-

sponsible for apportioning the reservation in an equitable manner.  The 

District is also responsible for administering the use of its reserved water 

in accordance with the ―Board of Natural Resources Board Order Estab-

lishing Water Reservations‖.  

Rosebud Conservation District holds a water reservation of 87,003 acre-

feet per year with a maximum flow rate of 540.7 cubic feet per second 

from the main stem of the Yellowstone River which has a priority date of 

December 15, 1978 (4:18 P.M.) 

Currently the Rosebud Conservation District has  83,540.40 acre feet 

and a flow rate of 475.94 Cubic feet per second available.   

If you are in need of reserved water and would like more information or 

an application contact Bobbi Vannattan at the Rosebud Conservation 

District Office, located at 270 South Prospect.  Or contact her via phone 

or email at: 406-346-7333 ext. 101; bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  



Kelsey Lambert and Jeff Bird announce their engagement along with 

their parents, Mark Lamebert of Broadus, Janee and Leon Shoemaker 

of Belgrade, and Ken and Terri Bird of Volborg.  

Kelsey is a graduate of Belgrade High school and is pursuing an ele-

mentary education degree form Western Governors University.  She is 

currently employed at the Rosebud Health Care Center as the Activity 

Director.  

Jeff is a graduate of Powder River High School and Montana State Uni-

versity-Bozeman.  He is employed as a Soil Conservationist with the 

Natural Resource Conservation Service in Forsyth.   

The couple plans a November Wedding in Miles City, MT.  

Congratulations from everyone at the Forsyth USDA Center.  

Soil, like faith, is the 

substance of things 

hoped for,  

The evidence of things 

not seen.  

It is the starting point 

for all living things 

that inhabit the earth. 

Firman E. Bear 

Doug and Kim McRae of Rosebud Creek announce the 

engagement of their daughter Christina Maree McRae to 

Tyler John Holland, son of Tom and Pattie Holland of 

Dillon.  

The bride graduated from Colstrip High School in 2003 

and from the Montana State University in 2008.  She is 

presently and Extension Agent for Custer County in 

Miles City.  

The groom is a 1998 graduate of Beaverhead County 

High School in Dillon and received a degree in business 

fiancé from Montana State University in 2002.  He is em-

ployed at Western State Insurance of Bozeman.  

The Couple will be married December 31, 2011 in Miles 

City.  

National Guardsman Sergeant Ray Bell 

 Returns from Iraq 

After serving one year in Iraq, Ray returned home to his 

family and friends.  He made it home in time for his 

daughter Brooke‘s 11th birthday, to watch daughter 

Alexis play volleyball,  and to see his son‘s Thomas and 

Dylan play their first Dogie football games of the year.  It 

is great to have him home again.  ―Thank you Ray‖ 

Pictured to the left is Ray and our son Thomas Bell.  

RCD Administrator Bobbi L Vannattan 



Soil, like faith, is the 

substance of things 

hoped for,  

The evidence of things 

not seen.  

It is the starting point 

for all living things 

that inhabit the earth. 

Firman E. Bear 

Just because I can!  Rosebud Con-

servation District Administrators fam-

ily:  (left to right) Thomas, Ashlee, 

Paden and Steven.  

Big Horn CD’s Gloria Menke, Dan Lowe, Phillip Miller, 

Jerry Lunde and NRCS Seanna Sparks at the Area IV meeting 

Don Youngbauer, Rosebud CD and 

YRCDC, releases a baby pallid sturgeon 

at the Cartersville diversion dam following 

the boat tour. (below)  Boats line the shore 

to begin the tour in Hysham (right). 

Ken Miller (top) Jay Furher, BCSCD 

(right) Steve Lackman, RCD, 

(bottom left) Rob Sorenson and 

Jason Brewer, (bottom right) at the 

Soil Health Tour in Bismarck. 

Slate testing soil samples at the Brown Ranch, 

during the Soil Health Tour in Bismarck. 

Don Youngbauer  has 10 years of dedicated 

service to the Rosebud Conservation District, 

he is the current chairman of the Yellowstone 

River Conservation District Council and practic-

ing dentist in Forsyth, Montana. He has a cattle 

ranch north of Forsyth and a lifelong interest in 

environmental issues.  Don graduated from 

Montana State University with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in geology, a long time ago! 



Rosebud Conservation  

District & Big Horn County  

Conservation District 

Tree Sales  

2012! 

Conservation Plantings!  

Windbreaks! 

Wildlife Habitat! 

Erosion Control! 

 

Trees for the 2012 planting season should be 

ordered by October 31st for the best selec-

tion and availability.  For more information or 

assistance  on your planting, contact the 

conservation district that serves your area. 

THE BEST TIME TO  

ORDER IS NOW! 
Call or Email  

Bobbi L Vannattan: 

406-346-7333 ext. 101  

bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  

Gloria Menke: 

406-665-3442 

gloria.menke@mt.nacdnet.net 


