
Hardin NRCS Participates in Kids Ag 
Day at Big Horn County Museum 

Seanna Sparks, District  
Conservationist, Hardin FO 

 

The Hardin Field Office participated in Kids 
Ag Day at the Big Horn County Museum 
on  May 10

th
, 2012.  Third and fourth-grade                 

students from area schools attended.  Kids 
Ag Day consists of multiple stations that 
elementary students rotate through, with 
each station covering various ag-related 
topics, such as dairy, machinery, farm 
safety, etc. 
Evan Van Order, Soil Conservationist, talked to students about the importance of soil 
health.  Using various soil samples from throughout the county, and ranging from conven-
tional tilled sugar beets to rangeland, Evan used infiltration and slake tests to show stu-
dents how various management practices can affect soil structure.  Both the students and 
presenters were able to enjoy the beautiful weather and educational opportunities. 

5th Grade Fishing Days in Colstrip 
 

On May 9, 2012 a Kid’s Fishing Day event was held 

at Castle Rock Reservoir in Colstrip, in which 5th 

grade students from schools throughout Rosebud 

and Treasure Counties participated.  Students 

started the morning by taking part in several educa-

tional presentations, including: fly fishing; hypother-

mia; live fish identification; multiple functions of the 

reservoir; casting; and water safety.  Students then 

put their newly acquired knowledge to use, as they 

were “turned loose” to fish.  Several students caught 

fish including northern pike, bass, green sunfish, and bluegill 

sunfish.  At the end of the event each student was allowed to 

take a fishing rod and reel home. 

This annual event is 

coordinated by Mon-

tana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks, and it relies 

very heavily on vol-

unteers from the 

surrounding commu-

nities for its success.  

This year over 150 

students from five school participated. 
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FREE IRRIGATION FLUMES!! 

The Rosebud Conservation District has several flumes for irrigation ditches..  Please contact Bobbi at 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or stop by the Forsyth USDA Center located at 270 South Prospect, in Forsyth. 

Richard Kehler Jr. honored 

      Richard L. Kehler Jr., was named Conservationist of the Year at the Big Horn Conservation 

      District portion of the Community Awards banquet recently.  The  event was held the eve-

     ning of March 23, 2012 at the Big Horn County fairgrounds. 

   Kehler, a district cooperator since 1970, has served more than 30 years on the conservation 

  district board.  During his time on the board Dick held posi-

tions of chairman, vice-chairman, and treasurer. 

Kehler is an innovative agricultural producer who has participated in many 

voluntary federal conservation programs to improve his agricultural opera-

tion and has completed a large amount of conservation work on his own.  

Reservoirs, fencing, spring developments, irrigation improvements, and 

planned crop rotations have protected and improved the health of the natu-

ral resources on his farm. 

In a recent interview with the Big Horn County News, Kehler said, “The goal 

is to leave the land in better condition than it was when we got here.  It’s im-

portant that we protect our natural resources for the future.” 

Annually the Big Horn Conservation District selects a Big Horn County agri-

cultural producer whose conservation efforts merit public recognition. 

Property Tax Relief...Owners of fire-impacted property may qualify 
 

Montana property owners whose homes or forestlands burned during this Summers's wildfire season may be eligi-

ble for significant property tax relief and are encouraged to contact their local Montana Department of Revenue of-

fice for assistance.  A property owner whose home or outbuilding were partially or totally destroyed by wildfire, ren-

dering the property unsuitable for its previous use, may be eligible for property tax relief.  The tax relief is prorated 

based on the number of days in the tax year that the property was unusable.  The relief is available for the current 

tax year.   Property owners must complete Form AB-25 to apply for the property tax relief.  The application should 

be completed by December 31, 2012. 

In addition, a forestland owner whose standing timber has been destroyed by wildfire during 2012 will receive a re-

duction in the assessed value for 20 years beginning with the 2013 tax year.  The land impacted by the wildfire 

must have been classified as commercial forestland by the Department of  Revenue prior to the loss.  Forestland 

owners must complete form AB-026  The AB-26 can be completed at any time following the loss.   

Both Form AB-25 and AB-26 are available at all Department of Revenue local offices.  The forms also can be 

downloaded from the departments website at www.mt.gov/revenue 

Montana property owners who experience a fire related loss of a dwelling may also be eligible for an income tax 

deduction.  In addition, the department can issue replacement copies of property records, past year tax returns, or 

other revenue related information that is lost in a wildfire. 

For more information, contact your local Department of Revenue office or visit the departments  website at 

www.mt.gov/revenue 

-MT Department of Revenue, 7/3 

Roy Neal, chairman of the Big Horn Conservation District, presents  
 Richard L. Kehler Jr. (left) with a plaque for his many years of  
conservation accomplishments.  PHOTO By: Jim Eshleman Big Horn County News 
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Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share Incentive- $20/acre 

up to 20 acres up to $400! 

The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The proper 

cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop disease pat-

terns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation District will pay the 

actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in the conservation district 

boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of the producer are to prepare a 

weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and news article and provide information re-

garding fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agreement is that seed mixtures consist of at least 

three varieties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office 

to sign up and for more information. Phone: 406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or 

stop by the office located at 270 South Prospect in Forsyth. 

Whitetail Divide Hazardous Fuels 

Reduction Grant 

The Rosebud County Conservation District (RCD), in cooperation with the Montana Department of Natural Re-

sources and Conservation (DNRC) is offering a grant opportunity where forest land owners can apply for cost 

share dollars to assist them in forest management and fuel hazard reduction projects on their property.  Forest 

landowners in the Beaver Creek/East Fork Otter Creek/Pumpkin Creek drainages near or directly adjacent to the 

Whitetail Divide Area of the Custer National Forest, Ashland Ranger District are eligible to apply for the cost share 

dollars.   A professional forester will be available to all qualifying applicants to assist in project development and to 

assist in the implementation of those projects. 

More information on this opportunity can be found by contacting Bobbi L Vannattan, at the Rosebud Conservation 
District located at 270 S. Prospect, P.O. Box 1200 Forsyth, MT  59327; (406) 346-7333 ext 101 or by contacting 
Chris Pileski with the MT DNRC at 406-232-2034.  

Big Horn CD to provide cost-share assistance 

In its first attempt to provide cost-share assistance to Big Horn CD agricultural producers, the district has recently 

initiated a program to encourage the utilization of cover crops in cropping systems.  The proper cover crop can eco-

nomically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop disease patterns, cycle deep nutri-

ents, and can be used for haying and/or grazing.  Seeding a variety of different cover crops can help producers find 

the proper fit within their individual systems. 

In addition to improved weed control within the district, the board feels that crop diversification through the use of a 

cover crop cocktail seed mixture will assist with the control of wind and water erosion and can cause more efficient 

utilization of existing moisture. 

Big Horn CD proposes to pay the actual cost of the cocktail seed mixture on a maximum of 20 acres (a minimum of 

three (3) species) up to $400.  The producer will be required to provide seed tags and a location map of the seed-

ing, and may be asked to allow other interested persons to tour the seeding. 

Additional information is available from the conservation district at 406-665-3442, ext. 112, or from the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service at 406-665-3442, ext. 101.  Because funds are limited, please contact either agency 

as soon as possible. 

Roy Neal, chairman of the Big Horn Conservation District, presents  
 Richard L. Kehler Jr. (left) with a plaque for his many years of  
conservation accomplishments.  PHOTO By: Jim Eshleman Big Horn County News 



4                                  McKenna Brown-NRCS Forsyth Field Office SCEP Student     

                                   McKenna Brown has recently been hired                                                                                                                             

   as an intern for NRCS through the Student  Career      

   Experience  Program (SCEP).  She is stationed at the 

   Forsyth Field Office for the summer, working with  

          other NRCS employees to gain experience and knowl   

  edge in the field of natural resources.  Her job duties so far 

have included helping with range inventories, surveying, and certifying pro-

jects on local ranches, while assisting with contracts and maps in the office.  

McKenna grew up on a farm north of Circle, MT, and will be a junior at Mon-

tana State University in Bozeman.  She is majoring in Natural Resources and 

Rangeland Ecology with an option in Rangeland Ecology and Management.  

She loves the College of Agriculture and the opportunities it has to offer.  She 

plans to become a Rangeland Management Specialist for NRCS upon com-

pletion of college and the SCEP program.  McKenna is involved in the MSU 

Range Club and Alpha Lambda Delta honor society, and is a member of the 

national organization Society for Range Management.  She is enjoying her job 

very much, and likes Forsyth and the fishing opportunities of the area.  She is 

excited for her future with NRCS and involvement in helping Montana farms 

and ranches!  

Riley Singer-NRCS Hardin Field Office SCEP Student 

 Hello!  My name is Riley Singer and I just recently graduated from Hardin High School in May.  During Sep-
tember of my senior year in high school I enrolled in a work study pro-
gram and shortly after I found myself as an Earth Team Volunteer, vol-
unteering on Fridays at the NRCS Hardin Field Office. I have recently 
been hired as a SCEP Student and I am currently working at the NRCS 
Hardin Field Office.  Various work activities include but are not limited to; 
performing Range Inventory, shooting elevations with a laser level to 
find the correct slope for irrigation ditches, and attending various train-
ings such as tree thinning.  I have also been accepted into the 
USDA/1994 Tribal Scholars Program, a scholarship that will pay full tui-
tion, books, fees, etc. that will support me up to an undergraduate de-
gree.  I remain eligible for the scholarship as long as I maintain a 3.0 
GPA or higher on the 4.0 GPA scale. I will attend Little Big Horn College 
in the fall of 2012, to pursue an associate’s degree majoring in an Ag 
related field, and after completion I plan to pursue an undergraduate de-
gree in an Ag related field.  As a SCEP Student I enjoy working with co-
workers and producers.  In the short period of time that I have been here 
I have learned a lot and I am excited to see what else the NRCS has in 
store for me! 

Soil Health Bust Tour to Bismarck August 28-29.  The Bus will be leaving from Billings 

Montana and stopping along the way!!! Estimated cost per participant at this time is $175 

plus hotel for one night….Check with your local conservation district, they may provide 

assistance with the cost of this workshop.  

Rosebud Conservation District will provide assistance for  producers who live within the 

Rosebud Conservation District to attend this workshop! 

 

Contact Bobbi For more information and to reserve your space! 406.346.7333 ext 101 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service has two financial assistance programs 

that may be used on private, state, and tribal land following fire damages.   Landowners should contact their local 

USDA Service Center or Conservation District office for more information.  

Environmental Quality Incentives Program, EQIP  

NRCS offers financial assistance to agricultural producers through EQIP.  Financial assistance is available to as-

sist landowners with deferred grazing after the fire, weed control, re-seeding, and in some cases fencing.  Addi-

tional funding may also be available to address longer-term restoration activities.  Agricultural producers and for-

est landowners can apply for EQIP financial assistance at any time.  Applications are competitively ranked peri-

odically.  

Emergency Watershed Protection Program, EWP 

EWP is available to local sponsors, such as a county government or conservation district, to aid in recovery work. 

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to install measures that will reduce post-fire damage. The 

measures are intended to reduce threats to life or property, retard runoff, restore capacity of waterways, prevent 

flooding and/or soil erosion, and reduce damage from sediment and debris. The removal of debris deposited by 

the disaster that is a health or safety hazard can be a part of such measures as well.  Applications must be made 

to NRCS within 60 days of the disaster.   

Contact: 

Kris Berg, Program Specialist, Bozeman, MT Phone: (406)587-6849 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
When BLM lands are impacted by wildfire the agency uses an interdisciplinary (ID) team approach to evaluate 
threats to life, property, natural and cultural resources, and infrastructure. These ID teams document threats, as 
well as potential treatments and monitoring, in Emergency Stabilization (ES) and Burned Area Rehabilitation 
(BAR) plans.  ES funds are available immediately after the fire for projects that mitigate imminent threats to life or 
property (treatments that reduce the likelihood, magnitude, and/or consequence of an events occurrence). Allow-
able treatments include soil and slope stabilization, flood hazard reduction, stream channel stabilization, hazard 
tree removal, and the repair or replacement of infrastructure (to maintain emergency access and egress). BAR 
projects such as fence replacement and noxious weed control are usually available the following spring. Since 
many of the areas we’re striving to protect are on down slope private lands, these plans can be very helpful to 
adjacent landowners. 
Contact: 
 For more information or assistance, contact your local BLM office (in Billings, Butte, Dillon, Glasgow, Great Falls, 
Havre, Lewistown, Malta, Miles City, or Missoula) or call Mike Philbin at the Montana State BLM Office at: (406) 
896-5041.    
Ash Creek Fire – Local Contact:  
Todd Yeager at the BLM Miles City Field Office (406) 233-2837  
Forest Service (FS) 
Two BAER Teams are now established, the first on the Ash Creek Fire, Custer National Forest and the second 
on the Pony Fire, Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.  BAER assessments and funding requests should be 
completed on the Ash Creek Fire, by July 23 and days and July 18 on the Pony Fire.  Both teams are coordinat-
ing with appropriate sister agencies (NRCS, Montana DNRC, BLM, and BIA).  Mark Story, retired Gallatin N. F. 
Hydrologist leads the Ash Team and Craig Kendall, Watershed Program Manager on the Flathead leads the 
Pony Team.   Funding approval should be within 5 working days on the Ash Creek Fire and 3 working days on 
the Pony Fire.   
The Ash creek Fire values at risk are primarily focused on archeological site protection and stabilization of the 
existing road network.   The NRCS in coordination with the Custer National Forest has buried a total of 127 cattle 
at two locations to protect public health. 

Continued on Page 8.. 

This List Was Established by a Multi Agency Resource Team 



When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of 

a stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams 

and rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent 

to steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon 

completion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes neces-

sary.  After the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional 

permits are required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before be-

ginning the project.   

Big Horn County: 

In addition to the 

Tongue River Reservoir 

there are more than 30 

perennial  streams in 

Big Horn County. Please 

contact the conservation 

district to clarify if your 

project requires a 310 

permit. 

 

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County Require a 

310 Permit! 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 

Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

FOR SALE: 

Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

 with fabric purchase 

For Sale  or Rent: 

FOR SALE: 
 

4”x5” Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$60.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $15 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small 

& $40-large 

FOR RENT: 

Track Filler-$100 per day 

     -$200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and maxi-

mum of 200 acres per use. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

Rosebud County 

Yellowstone River 

Tongue River 

Rosebud Creek 

Lame Deer Creek 

Otter Creek 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all pro-

hibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 

information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’ s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Inde-

pendence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportu-

nity employer. 
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Views expressed by individual columnists in 

this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn   

Conservation Districts. 

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVA-

TION DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND 

THANK OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN 

AT HOME AND OVERSEAS.  

Cross-fences on Rangeland 

By Seanna Sparks 
 District Conservationist, Hardin NRCS Field Office 

 
Installing cross-fences on rangeland can increase livestock utilization 
of forages.  When cattle are turned out on a large pasture, an even 
grazing distribution can be difficult to accomplish.  While some 
patches of range are eaten bare, other areas remain almost un-
touched.  Cross-fencing large sections of rangeland into smaller ar-
eas encourage cattle to graze more efficiently.  Having a grazing 
plan in place can enhance cross-fences by creating a baseline for 
the producer to follow on their grazing land. 
The producer needs to take several things into consideration when 
planning to install cross-fences.  The first thing to consider is the cur-
rent habits of livestock on rangeland.  If the rancher knows the areas 
of their pasture that are being grazed heavily and the others that 
aren’t, they can better judge where to install their fenceline to get im-
proved usage of that land. 
Also, an important thing to take into account when figuring out where 
to install fences is the location, quality, AND reliability of the water 
sources.  According to the South Dakota State University Coopera-
tive Extension Service, forage utilization declines substantially when 
livestock are anywhere from ¼ mile to ¾ mile from a water source, 
depending on the topography of the land. 
Another thing the producer needs to consider is what management 
strategies he or she would like to pursue.  Does the producer have 
an interest in also managing their rangeland for wildlife?  Is there in-
terest in implementing a grazing rotation?  Would the producer like to 
have a more management-intensive role in using their rangeland? 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides range inven-
tory services to producers at no charge.  The NRCS does not set stocking rates. However, we can create grazing 
plans that the producer can use as a tool in constructing their own pasture rotation to improve the quality of their 
rangeland.  The rangeland inventory that the NRCS does can also serve as a beginning point for the producer to 
record and keep track of any changes or trends that may be occurring on his or her rangeland. 
The NRCS provides free conservation technical assistance to ranchers that are interested in planning an designing 
cross-fences, stockwater projects, and rangeland inventories.  There are also NRCS programs available to assist 
producers in installing these practices.  Please stop by your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field 
Office for more information, or go to our website at:  http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/. 

http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/
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   The Pony Fire values at risk are primarily focused on reducing the spread of noxious weeds 
into    the burned area. 
   Burned area severity maps will be made available for distribution as soon as they are final
   ized. There are no significant risks to homes of downstream flooding identified at this time on 
   either fire.  There may be several downstream stream road crossings that are at risk but 
         analysis is not yet complete. 
Long Term Rehabilitation and Restoration Needs 

A long term burned fencing rehabilitation and restoration need has been recognized on these fires.  In total, several 
hundred miles of fencing has been destroyed.   BAER policies do not allow for general replacement of fencing 
(FSM  2523.2.2.b & c).  It is anticipated that the need to replace this fencing will be raised with the Congressional 
Delegation and State Governor.   At present there are no know funds available sufficient to address this need.   
Contacts: Bruce Sims – Regional BAER Coordinator , 406-329-3447 
Pony Fire - Peri Suenram – Acting District Ranger, Jefferson Ranger District, Whitehall, MT, 406-287-3223 
Ash Creek, Taylor, and Boyce Fires - Walt Allen – District Ranger, Ashland Ranger District, Ashland, MT  406-784-
2334 
Montana Conservation Corp (MCC) 
The Montana Conservation Corps is a statewide nonprofit that provides crews to address a variety environmental 
needs throughout the region. Crews  can complete manual labor projects such as the  removal, repair or installa-
tion of fencing, removal of hazard trees, re-planting trees and shrubs, erosion control, streambank restoration and 
stabilization or trail rehabilitation.  As an AmeriCorps program, crews can work for governmental or other nonprofit 
entities or on private lands when the project is for the ‘public good’.  But, in those cases, the project must have a 
public entity sponsor such as the Bureau of Land Management, DNRC or a Conservation District. 
MCC provides 6-7 person crews of young adults who come self-contained with crew leaders, a vehicle, hand tools, 
and the ability to camp out in all weather conditions.  Sponsor must provide any specialized tools or equipment and 
in some cases may need to provide some training and instruction.  Crews are covered by workers compensation 
and liability insurance. Crew have flexible schedules, working hitches from 4 to 40 days as the project dictates and 
are available from mid-March through the end of October.  Crew costs are $4300/crew week this year and will be 
$4500/crew week in 2013. 
Please contact our state office in Bozeman at 406.587.4475 for more information.  
Contact: Lee Gault" <lee@mtcorps.org Cell 406-949-4618 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) 
DNRC Forestry Assistance does support a wildfire rehab webpage at  http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Assistance/
FireRehab/default.asp . This will take you directly to the rehab page for the Multi Agency Wildfire Rehab 
group.   http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/forestry  will get you close then click on wildfire rehabilitation information to get to 
the same place. 
Contact: Rob Ethridge, 406-542-4303;rethridge@mt.gov 
DNRC has available $125,000 to be used for fire rehab efforts, including erosion control and water quality work.  
The emphasis is for local conservation districts to apply for the grant dollars and to have the grants/projects admin-
istered locally. 
Contact: Ray Beck; 406-444-6671; rbeck@mt.gov 
Montana Department of Agriculture 
The Noxious Weed Emergency Grant program will provide cost-share funding from the Montana Noxious Weed 
Trust Fund Grant program and the USDA Forest Service Cooperative Assistance program for local cooperative 
weed management areas affected by wildfires.  All projects must be in areas associated with a Named Fire and 
should focus on monitoring and eliminating the spread of existing or newly introduced noxious weed infestations 
and monitoring.  It can also provide for re-vegetation efforts to help in the recovery process.  Dept. of Ag. can also 
provide technical assistance on weed related issues.   
Contacts: 
Kim Johnson at 406-438-1964 or 406-444-1517 or by email at kijohnson@mt.gov  
Dave Burch at 406-438-2558 or 406-444-3140 or by email at dburch@mt.gov.  
The Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage program can also assist with finding certified forage for livestock and certi-
fied straw products for mulch and other re-vegetation efforts.  Contact Jeremy Seidlitz by calling 406-438-1313 or 
406-652-2823 or by email at jseidlitz@mt.gov. 
 Montana also has a Hay Hotline that producers can list hay for sale or pasture for rent and they can also find hay 
or available pasture.  The Hay Hotline webpage is, http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/HayHotline/ or contact: Montana 
Department of Agriculture at (406) 444-2402 Fax: (406) 444-9442 E-mail: mailto://agr@mt.gov. 

mailto:lee@mtcorps.org
http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Assistance/FireRehab/default.asp
http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Assistance/FireRehab/default.asp
http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/forestry
mailto:rethridge@mt.gov
mailto:rbeck@mt.gov
mailto:kijohnson@mt.gov
mailto:dburch@mt.gov
mailto:jseidlitz@mt.gov
http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/HayHotline/
mailto://agr@mt.gov


 USDA Montana Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides assistance for natural disaster losses, resulting from drought, flood, 
fire, freeze, tornadoes, pest infestation, and other calamities. FSA programs are administered in the 48 FSA county 
offices located in communities across Montana.  
Loans for losses to crops, trees, livestock, farm land and farm property: 
 The Emergency Loan Program provides low-interest 2.25 percent loans to help producers recover from produc-
tion and physical losses due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters, or quarantine.  A secretarial, presidential 
or FSA administrator's disaster declaration is required. 
The Disaster Debt Set-Aside Program provides producers who have existing direct loans with FSA who are un-
able to make the scheduled payments to move up to one full year’s payment to the end of the loan. Assistance is 
available in counties, or contiguous counties, who have been designated as emergencies by the President, Secre-
tary or FSA Administrator.  
 Farm land damage: 
 The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) provides assistance to producers if their land was damaged by a 
natural disaster and needs conservation practices. Examples include removing debris; restoring fences and con-
servation structures; and providing water for livestock in drought situations. 
Crop Losses: 
The Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides assistance for crop losses when federal crop in-
surance is not available.   A policy must be purchased by sales closing date. 
Tree Losses: 
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) provides payments to eligible owners of nonindustrial pri-
vate forest (NIPF) land in order to carry out emergency measures to restore land damaged by a natural disaster.  
Livestock and Grazing Losses: 
 Haying and Grazing of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres allows producers to hay or graze CRP 
acreage during an emergency. With prior approval of FSA, emergency haying and grazing of CRP acreage may be 
authorized to provide relief to livestock producers in areas affected by a severe drought. A CRP payment reduction 
will apply.  
Emergency Use of CRP: 
In cases of wildfire/flood, livestock producers in the affected county may get approval to temporarily use CRP in 
order to protect their livestock. Prior approval is required. 
Congress is currently working on the next Farm Bill. FSA county offices administer FSA programs authorized under 
the federal 2008 Farm Bill of which five disaster programs are only authorized for natural disasters occurring prior 
to Sept. 30, 2011. These five disaster programs are: 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Signup for the 2011 crop year is expected to oc-

cur this fall/winter of 2012 for the SURE program.  
RECORD KEEPING: 
While we do not know what the program requirements will be for any new disaster programs in the new Farm Bill, 
FSA encourages agricultural producers with 2012 losses to keep records, including photos of dead livestock, re-
ceipts, inventories, description of cause of loss, dates of loss, etc. in anticipation of future disaster programs. 
CONTACT: 
For more information about FSA programs contact your local county FSA Office and/or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
mt.  406-587-6872 
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Rosebud Treasure County Fair! 

The Rosebud And Treasure County Conservation Dis-

trict Fair booth was very well attended this year.  

Bobbi Vannattan, Rosebud CD administrator and Julie 

Mantei, Treasure CD Administrator organized a Soil 

Health Information Booth.  Pictured are Julie Mantei 

Treasure CD Admin and McKenna Brown, SCEP stu-

dent for the Forsyth NRCS Office. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=efl
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20110930_distr_en_debtsa.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=ecp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=efrp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp-eg
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt


10 “Water Water 
everywhere and not a drop to drink” 

wrote an author: 
 
   Recently the Montana Watershed Coordination 
   Council sponsored a training entitled 
    “Water Quality Monitoring.” 
 
  Being intrigued by things associated with water, being a 
Big Horn Conservation District supervisor, and having some experi-
ence with water in agriculture, I chose to attend.  In my youth our fam-
ily had a small farm in the Gallatin Valley, some of which needed to be 
irrigated to produce.  We had other properties over the years that re-
quired flood or sprinkler irrigation for best crop production. 
In college I became aware of the properties of water while in the pursuit of higher education.  In a chemistry class I 

learned of the principles of water attributes, some of its capabilities, and structures.  I 
learned that one atom of Oxygen combined properly with two atoms of Hydrogen will 
create a molecule of water that when placed with other molecules of water make a 
union that creates the fluid we depend on for all of life’s activities.  Water can expand 
and contract – depending upon the temperature influence on it.  As everyone knows, 
when it gets cold enough it becomes solid and will not demonstrate its fluid action.  As 
it becomes colder it expands.  Everyone has seen the broken pipe, radiator or engine 
block that had only water in it when nature plummeted the temperature below freez-
ing.   The water (now ice) froze and continued to expand increasing pressure in the 
container until the container walls broke.  Conversely, when heated water will expand 
to develop unbelievable pressures and cause a containment to break open.  There 
are a whole bunch of academia explanations of this process.  Needless to say, a little 
understanding makes one find appreciation 
for the values of water. 
In the world around us, and considering the 
recent history of development within our 
world, much has been learned about activi-

ties which influence water.  While in the university I learned that water is 
a “universal solvent.”  That is to say that it can absorb some of almost 
everything it comes in contact with.  The absorption process is a useful 
one to understand.  When I wash my hands, water will absorb the un-
wanted material on my hands (with the help of soap to accelerate the 
process) and carry the unwanted substance away, leaving my hands 
clean(er).  While this is true for cleaning dishes, bathing, mopping the 

floor and a host of other 
uses one could test; the process also allows water to become con-
taminated with unwanted as well as unsafe substances such as pesti-
cides and waste products from a variety of different operative actives 
of life. 
The training offered by the Montana Watershed Coordination Council 
– Effective Water Quality Monitoring - shared techniques and proce-
dures that can help one to view and evaluate what the condition of the 
water is in a given stream.  Experts who are instructors in higher edu-
cation and who are working in the profession were presenters at the 
training.  It was held at the Feather Pipe Ranch just out of Helena, 
Montana in the mountains.  The ranch has a creek running through it.  
The creek is downstream from some abandon mining activities.  One 

purpose of the training was to determine what constitutes a healthy stream and what is the current stream health of 
that particular stream.After a day in the classroom and a day on the stream looking at turbidity, dissolved oxygen, 
aluminum in the water, water sampling techniques, stream bed particle size (rocks, gravel, sand and silts), aquatic 
life in the stream, riparian association, canopy shading, sunlight availability, water temperature and assorted other 
influences to the stream, one could only come away with a greater appreciation for the value of water and how pre-
cious it is to our very existence.  One can only hope that monitoring is implemented and practiced. 
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Conservation Days 2012 a Huge Success!  

Rosebud & Treasure Conservation Districts in conjunction with NRCS  and the 

Northern Cheyenne Tribe organize an outdoor classroom for area 6th grade stu-

dents on selected sites including, Crazy Head Springs, Doug McRae Ranch, 

Steve Nile Ranch and the Margaret Cole Homestead.  Students from Forsyth, 

Hysham, Ashland, and Colstrip attended this years events instructed by Mon-

tana Fish Wildlife and Parks, Montana DNRC, ‘Forsyth, Hysham and Lame 

Deer NRCS and  MSU Extension and Fish Wildlife and Parks volunteers.  Stu-

dents visited six stations through out the day learning about topics ranging from 

wildlife, soils, range, forestry, water quality, 

cultural resources and surveying.  A great 

big thanks to all of our volunteers and our 

landowners for their part in making this day 

a success!  

August 31, 2012 
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