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NRCS Participates in Kids Day at Big Horn County Museum 
Seanna Sparks, District Conservationist, Hardin FO 

 

The Hardin Field Office participated in Kids Day at the Big Horn County Museum on 
May 16

th
, 2013.  Third and fourth-grade students from area 

schools attended.  Kids Day consists of multiple stations that 
elementary students rotate through, with each station cover-
ing various topics, such as dairy, machinery, farm safety, 
county history, etc. 
Evan Van Order, Soil Conservationist with the Hardin Field 
Office, talked to students about the importance of soil health.  
Using various soil samples from throughout the county, and 

ranging from conventional tilled 
sugar beets to native rangeland, 
Evan used infiltration and slake 
tests to show students how vari-
ous management practices can affect soil structure. 
Kristin Fletcher, Cartographer for the Bozeman Area Of-
fice, visited with students about the purposes that soil mi-
crobes can serve towards soil structure and stability.  
Kristin used the Bozeman Area Soil Microscope to show 
students different examples of the “critters” that live in the 
soil. 
The students and even the teachers seemed to enjoy the 

educational opportunity about soil critters and soil health.  And a big “thank you” goes 
out to Evan; and also to Kristin for making the long trek 
to Hardin and doing such an awesome job! 

6
th

 Grade Conservation Days 

The Rosebud Conservation and Treasure County Con-

servation Districts hosted the annual 6th grade Conser-

vation Days, an outdoor classroom for area 6
th
 grade 

students.  Over 100 students from Rosebud and Treasure Counties attended one of 

three sites.   Stations included a variety of conservation and natu-

ral resources.  We would like to thank all of the Agencies  and 

landowners who helped make this event a success: Natural Re-

source and Conservation Service, Montana Department of Natu-

ral Resource and Conservation, Fish Wildlife and Parks, and 

MSU Extension, Mac &Judy Cole,, Steve & Kristy Nile, PPL Mon-

tana and the Northern Cheyenne Tribe. 

Evan Van Order, Soil Conservationist, 
asks students a question about soils. 

Kristin Fletcher, Cartographer, 

shows students a nematode with 

the soil microscope.  
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The Rosebud Conservation District Will be hosting the Governors  Range 

Tour 2013!  Check out our website for up to date information and registra-

tion.  Contact Bobbi with any questions you may have.  The tour is sched-

uled for Monday September 9th and Tuesday September 10th.  We will be 

touring cover crops and many exciting studies at the Fort Keogh Research 

center, tree thinning and tour the burn areas of 2012. .  

Jack Knobloch, Sr., Birney, MT, died in Miles City, 
MT on May 5, 2013. 
He was born in Sheridan, WY August 17, 1938 to 
Albert and Madge Knobloch. He grew up and 
spent his entire life on the family ranch north of 
Birney. He attended Birney Grade School and 
graduated from St. Labre Catholic High School in 
1956. After graduation, he took over the family 
ranch operations. On April 3, 1966, he married 
Marjorie Fjell of Birney and they were blessed 
with five children whom they raised, grew up with, 
played with, worked with and loved. In 1972, they 
expanded the ranching operation by purchasing 
the Wagner ranch ten miles north of the home 
place where he spent his life continuously improv-
ing their land and cattle. He achieved his dream 
of becoming a pilot in the mid-seventies and en-
joyed flying whether for work or fun. His favorite 
pastimes were spending time with family and 
ranching. 
Jack was involved in his community by serving on 
various boards including Tongue River Water Us-
ers, Rosebud Conservation District, Rosebud 
County Planning Board, Ashland Public School 
board and Tongue River Electric Co-Op board. 
He especially loved serving on the Parish Council 
at St. Labre. 
Jack had a deep faith, instilled in him by his mother, brother and the Priests and Sisters of St. Labre…
a faith that grew and sustained him throughout all of his life. Jack was a true gentleman in every sense 
of the word, treating everyone with respect, caring and understanding. He was a great listener and 
loved to have people share their stories with him. 
Loving survivors include his wife, Marjorie; daughter Karen (Jay) Hodges; Jack Jr (Kim) Knobloch; Al-
bert (Joan) Knobloch; Philip (Kathy) Knobloch; son-in-law John Elliot; fourteen grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; sister, Elizabeth Linhart-Sumer; numerous nephews, nieces and god-children. He 
was proceeded in death by his parents; brother, Roy Knobloch; daughter Lee Anne Elliot; and three 
nephews, Carl Linhart, Bobby Linhart and Elmer Fjell III. 
Vigil services were held on Thursday, May 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the St Labre Mission.  Jack will be 
truly missed by friends and family.  

Jack Knobloch-Rosebud Conservation District Associate Supervisor 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-

gin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-

grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 

etc.) should contact USDA’ s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, 

SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 

Melissa Ashley, Rosebud Conservation 

District Summer Intern 

I am a senior at MSU working towards my bache-

lor’s degree in Animal Science, Livestock Man-

agement & Industry option.  After graduation, I 

aim to become a licensed rural agriculture ap-

praiser.  My family produces Red Angus cattle as 

well as breeds and sells registered Quarter 

Horses.  Being the daughter of a fourth genera-

tion rancher, I was born into agriculture and never 

intend to leave such a rewarding lifestyle.  I enjoy 

team roping and intend to test my hand in team 

roping and breakaway as a member of the Bob-

cat Rodeo Team this fall. 

As the Rosebud Conservation District’s 2013 
Summer Intern, I have kept busy building the 
RCD website, transferring paper files to more 
easily manageable digital files and preparing past 
records to be archived.  I have also been fortu-
nate to work in the field several times with NRCS. 

Ben Davis, NRCS Pathways Student Training 
 
Howdy! My name is Ben Davis and I am interning with the 
NRCS field office in Forsyth during the upcoming summer. I 
grew up in Cedar Hills, UT in a family of ten, and I am cur-
rently completing my undergraduate degree with an emphasis 
in range management from Brigham Young University-Idaho. I 
am excited to meet, work with, and help the producers in this 
conservation district set and meet conservation-oriented man-
agement goals. 
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 SWAT Workshop in Lakeview OR 

Scott Anderson, SGI Range & Wildlife Specialist 
The first week in June, I traveled to Lakeview Oregon with the 2 other Montana SGI hires for a Strategic 

Watershed Action Team workshop.  The drive through Oregon opened our eyes to how different conditions 

are from our state.  The uplands don’t produce as much forage for grazing and have greater than 25% 

sagebrush cover.  When ranchers aren’t feeding hay to their livestock, most of the time is spend on irri-

gated meadows. 

Once in Lakeview, we spent a day listening to members of the BLM, NRCS, Oregon Fish & Wildlife, and a 

local rancher as they discussed the role of the Sage-Grouse Initiative and how it brought them all together 

for a common goal.  We also heard from some of the top leaders in Oregon’s NRCS and Department of 

Fish & Wildlife, as well as the Oregon Governor’s Policy Advisor, explain how large the Sage-Grouse Initia-

tive is and the fact that it goes across state lines, agency lines, and has growing public support makes it 

unlike anything before.   

Our next few days were spent touring project areas around Lakeview.  In Montana we focus our efforts for 

the SGI on prescribed grazing, but due to Oregon’s different conditions, they focus on conifer encroach-

ment from juniper or pinion pine.  It was incredible to see the results from almost 20,000 acres of treated 

juniper removal.  These areas now have a lower risk of wildfire, the ability to provide better habitat for sage

-grouse, and are in better condition to pass on to the next generation of ranchers.   

We wrapped things up by listening to the Agricultural Research Service and looking at different situations 

that can occur on rangelands which give invasive plants an opportunity to move in.  The ARS also shared 

some solutions to fix what is ultimately causing a problem, instead of just fixing the solution.  All of their 

treatments use science-based solutions to get to the “root” of the problem.  This process is called 

“Ecological-Based Invasive Plant Management” and can be very helpful when dealing with annual invasive 

grasses. 

5th Grade Fishing Days 
Bill Dawson MT FWP 

On May 9, 2013 a Kid’s Fishing Day event was held at Castle Rock 

Reservoir in Colstrip, in which 5
th
 grade students from schools 

throughout Rosebud and Treasure Counties participated.  Students 

started the morning by taking part  in several educational presenta-

tions, including: hypothermia; live fish identification; multiple functions 

of the reservoir; aquatic invertebrate identification; casting; and water safety.  Students then put their newly 

acquired knowledge to use, as they were “turned loose” to fish.  A majority of students caught fish, which 

were primarily bluegill sunfish, but also included 

northern pike, bass, and green sunfish.  At the 

end of the event each student was allowed to 

take a fishing rod and reel home. 

This annual event is coordinated by Montana 

Fish, Wildlife & Parks, and it relies very heavily 

on volunteers from the surrounding communi-

ties for its success.  This year over 160 stu-

dents from six schools participated. 
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Views expressed by individual columnists in 

this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn   

Conservation Districts. 

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVA-

TION DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND 

THANK OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AT 

HOME AND OVERSEAS.  

The Rosebud  

Conservation    

District is offering 

scholarships to 

cover the registra-

tion for 2 Rosebud 

County Producers 

to attend this  

workshop. Contact 

Bobbi if you are  

interested in       

attending. 

406.346.7333 ext. 

101 or stop by the 

Forsyth USDA 

Center, 270 South 

Prospect, Forsyth.  
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Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

BHCD FOR SALE: 

Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

BHCD FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

 with fabric purchase 

 

 RCD FOR SALE: 
 

4”x5” Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$60.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $20 each 

Gate Latches: $20 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small 

& $40-large 

RCD OR RENT: 

Track Filler  $100 per day 

       $200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and maxi-

mum of 200 acres per use-Rosebud County Producers 

only at this time. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of 

a stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams 

and rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent 

to steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon 

completion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes neces-

sary.  After the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional 

permits are required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have 

been secured before beginning the project.   

Big Horn County: 

In addition to the 

Tongue River Reservoir 

there are more than 30 

perennial  streams in 

Big Horn County. Please 

contact the conservation 

district to clarify if your 

project requires a 310 

permit. 

Rosebud County 

Yellowstone River 

Tongue River 

Rosebud Creek 

Lame Deer Creek 

Otter Creek 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 

 

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County Require a 

310 Permit! 

FOR SALE OR RENT BHCD RCD 
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Rosebud Conservation District is offering 2 scholarships per event to 

Rosebud County Residents:  

Natural Resources Camp-July 14-19, Missoula MT 

Youth Range Camp-July 8-12, Ekalaka MT 

Women stepping Forward in Agriculture– September 17-19, Miles City MT  

Paid Receipts must be provided, or if you need assistance you must contact Bobbi prior to the event.  

Information and registration forms are available on our website:  www.rosebudcd.com  or call Bobbi at 406.346.7333 ext. 101 

North Valley grant awarded 

The Big Horn Conservation District has been notified as a result of action by the most-recent Montana 

legislative session, that the district has been awarded a three-year grant to develop a computer model 

of groundwater action in the North Valley of the Bighorn River.  This grant will advance a previous study 

of the North Valley and can assist residents of the valley and residents of other alluvial valleys in the 

state by identifying constraints on groundwater quantity and quality, including the role of irrigation, which 

can affect drinking water sources. 

In order to insure that the computer generated model accurately reflects the natural environment that is 

being modeled, a significant amount of field measurements will be obtained, including ditch and stream 

flow rates, ditch loss measurements, flood application rates, and well water levels measured hourly, or 

more frequently, by data loggers. 

Once again, some wells in the valley will be monitored quarterly for specific conductance (a measure of 

salinity).  Wells that have a high probability of showing temporal changes in salinity due to water level 

changes caused by ditch leaking or seasonal recharge events will be indentified.  Additionally, 14 wells 

will be chosen to be sampled for major and minor constituents that can impact human health. 

In order to complete the study, landowner permission to access wells will be required.  Anyone who is 

interested in having their wells monitored can notify the conservation district at 406-665-3442, ext. 112.  

Actual monitoring is scheduled to begin in 2014. 

S Ranch Honored 

S Ranch, a Montana Limited Liability Company, was named Conservationist of the Year at the Big Horn 

Conservation District portion of the Community Awards banquet recently.  The event was held the eve-

ning of April 12, 2013 at the Big Horn County fairgrounds. 

S Ranch has operated in the Pryor area for many years, and over the past 20 years has made great 

strides toward the protection of the fragile soils of the area by returning more than 3,000 acres of crop-

land to rangeland.  In addition S Ranch has used prescribed grazing management as a tool to allow bet-

ter utilization of the rangeland in their care.  They have also developed springs, drilled wells, and piped 

stock water to the far corners of the ranch, allowing for more even distribution of livestock. 

Annually the Big Horn Conservation District selects a Big Horn County agricultural producer whose con-

servation efforts merit public recognition. 
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Big Horn CD to provide cost-share assistance 

In its first attempt to provide cost-share assistance to Big Horn CD agricultural producers, the district has recently 

initiated a program to encourage the utilization of cover crops in cropping systems.  The proper cover crop can eco-

nomically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop disease patterns, cycle deep nutri-

ents, and can be used for haying and/or grazing.  Seeding a variety of different cover crops can help producers find 

the proper fit within their individual systems. 

In addition to improved weed control within the district, the board feels that crop diversification through the use of a 

cover crop cocktail seed mixture will assist with the control of wind and water erosion and can cause more efficient 

utilization of existing moisture. 

Big Horn CD proposes to pay the actual cost of the cocktail seed mixture on a maximum of 20 acres (a minimum of 

three (3) species) up to $400.  The producer will be required to provide seed tags and a location map of the seeding, 

and may be asked to allow other interested persons to tour the seeding. 

Additional information is available from the conservation district at 406-665-3442, ext. 112, or from the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service at 406-665-3442, ext. 101.  Because funds are limited, please contact either agency 

as soon as possible. 

Southeast Montana Fuels 

Reduction & Restoration Grant 

The Rosebud County Conservation District (RCD), in cooperation with the Montana Department of Natural Re-

sources and Conservation (DNRC) is offering a grant opportunity where forest land owners can apply for cost share 

dollars to assist them in forest management and fuel hazard reduction projects on their property.  Forest landowners 

in Rosebud, Custer, Powder River and Carter Counties are eligible to apply for the cost share dollars.   A profes-

sional forester will be available to all qualifying applicants to assist in project development and to assist in the imple-

mentation of those projects. 

More information on this opportunity can be found by contacting Bobbi L Vannattan, at the Rosebud Conservation 
District located at 270 S. Prospect, P.O. Box 1200 Forsyth, MT  59327; Website: www.rosebudcd.com (406) 346-
7333 ext 101 or by contacting Chris Pileski with the MT DNRC at 406-232-2034.  

  

Cover crop grants encouraged 

There has been interest in the cost-share assistance from the Big Horn CD to agricultural producers to 

encourage utilization of cover crops in cropping systems.  The district has received applications from six 

producers, which is enough to meet district goals for this year.  Any further applications will be delayed 

until 2014. 

In providing cost-share assistance, the Big Horn CD will pay the actual cost of the cocktail seed mixture 

on a maximum of 20 acres (a minimum of three (3) species) up to $400.  The producer will be required to 

provide seed tags and a location map of the seeding, and may be asked to allow other interested persons 

to tour the seeding. 

Additional information is available from the conservation district at 406-665-3442, ext. 112, or from the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service at 406-665-3442, ext. 101. 
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Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share  

Incentive- $20/acre up to 20 acres up to $400! 

The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The proper 

cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop disease pat-

terns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation District will pay the 

actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in the conservation district 

boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of the producer are to prepare a weed 

free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and news article and provide information regarding 

fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agreement is that seed mixtures consist of at least three varie-

ties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office to sign up and 

for more information. Phone: 406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or stop by the office 

located at 270 South Prospect in Forsyth. 

NO-Interest Loan Program 

The Rosebud Conservation 

District no-interest loan pro-

gram was created in 1982 

in order to encourage peo-

ple to install conservation 

practices and utilize the 

money that was available to 

the district. The Districts no-

interest loan is available to 

area producers for the de-

velopment of conservation 

practices and systems as a 

part of a conservation plan 

to benefit agricultural land 

within the Rosebud Conser-

vation District.  Conserva-

tion program loans can be 

applied in a number of dif-

ferent practices including; 

storage tanks, stream bank 

stabilization, pumps, irriga-

tion pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, dams, stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sage-

brush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation goals. 

Loans are available up to $40,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three percent.  Appli-

cants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applications are accepted and re-

viewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less than 6 months after the loan 

date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans will NOT be allowed for reseeding 

Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the Rose-

bud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov. 
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The Conservation District 

By Dan Lowe, Big Horn CD supervisor 

As a Big Horn Conservation District supervisor, I ponder the assumed and assigned responsibilities of a 

supervisor on this local conservation district board.  Through the years the board has had strong interface 

with the general public throughout the district.  In the relationship between the board and the landowners/

users within the conservation district, I have come to realize that understanding what the local conserva-

tion district board does, can do, is responsible for accomplishing, or has jurisdiction in or over, is some-

times limited.  The purpose of this article is to review some thoughts about district activities. 

The conservation district is tasked with overseeing the management of all aspects of the ecology of the 

district.  As I think about the word ecology or ecosystem, I think of the environment of an area or region 

where all the resources are considered.  This includes soil(s) type(s), the slope of the land, the exposure 

to sunlight, moisture availability, how well (or not) drained the soils are, elevation, climatic expectations 

(averages recorded over time), and other influences that can impact soil health and production.  It is be-

cause of these factors we begin to understand why certain plants grow where they grow and are not 

found in other places, though the other places may appear to have many of the same resources. 

The Montana 310 law is often seen as another hoop to step through and more red tape to unravel before 

or because of attempting to do a project on the perennial streams in Big Horn County.  The understanding 

of the law and its relationship to the project often does not give a full grasp of the overall big picture. 

In implementing the 310 law, conservation districts review a proposed project before it is initiated to get 

an overview of the impacts that the activity may have over the ecosystem of the stream/river corridor at 

the location.  A project as simple as a boat ramp, a river crossing, or a bank repair can sometimes nega-

tively affect the downstream ecosystem, and that dynamic must be considered. 

Under the Montana 310 law, all proposed activity within a stream or directly adjacent to a stream requires 
a 310 permit from the conservation district.  Application forms are available online at http://
www.dnrc.mt.gov/Permits/StreamPermitting/JointApplication.asp or from the conservation district office.  
310 applications are formally presented to the conservation district for consideration at the next regular 
conservation district meeting.  The Big Horn Conservation District normally meets the first Thursday of 
each month. 
Once an application has been accepted and the activity determined to be a project, the conservation dis-

trict then notifies other agencies that have mandated interests in stream management, including MT Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks, the Army Corps of Engineers, MT Dept. Environmental Quality, the Crow Tribe, the 

Northern Cheyenne Tribe, and others.  A time is selected for an on-site meeting to review the project pro-

posal and at that time the on-site team agrees on recommendations to make to the conservation district 

board that may affect their decision whether to approve the project, approve with modification, deny, or 

determine that the activity is not considered a project.  Once that decision is made at the next regular dis-

trict meeting, the applicant is notified and may begin the project if the terms are agreeable.  Once the pro-

ject is complete and the district is notified of the completion, another on-site visit may be scheduled to 

confirm the project status and acceptability as having met the conservation objectives. 

The conservation district board has every expectation that an application will be well-planned and de-

tailed, and presented far enough in advance to insure the process goes smoothly.  There are times, how 

http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/Permits/StreamPermitting/JointApplication.asp
http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/Permits/StreamPermitting/JointApplication.asp
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ever, when nature creates the need for quick action.  In those instances where it is necessary to act quickly 

to protect life and property, upon notification to the Conservation District, emergency work can be initiated 

immediately.  Follow-up is required once the danger has passed.  An applicant needs to complete the appli-

cation paperwork within 15 days to notify the conservation district what action was taken.  At that time, an on-

site review begins a process much the same as a regular 310 application.  It is important to note that failure 

to plan a timely 310 application does not constitute a reason for an emergency permit.  Progressive but slow-

moving events that indicate work may be required to abate the action do require a regular application notice 

in a timely manner. 

The 310 law is not your enemy but, in fact, is your friend.  It insures that projects will not cause harm to 

downstream properties, and the projects of others will not cause harm to you. 

Water Monitoring Available to Rosebud & Big Horn County Residents 

Residents of Rosebud  and Big Horn Counties have a resource to conduct water monitoring free of charge.  

Le Anna Johnson is the new coordinator for the Coal Bed Methane Protection Program, working with local 

conservation districts in southeastern Montana to gather baseline water data.  Baseline water quality moni-

toring is important to gain an understanding of their quality and quantity of water.  This helps you make bet-

ter decisions for future water use and helps guard water against future potential impacts and also provide 

data for future compensation claims.   

The Coal Bed Methane Protection Program was established by the Coal Bed Methane Protection Act, 

which was passed by the Montana Legislature in 2001.  The Act was set up to help protect landowners’ 

and water right holders’ water resources by providing a compensation fund that compensates for damages 

due to coal bed methane impacts.  These damages can include loss of water, reduction in water quality, 

and loss of agricultural production.  At present the maximum of $50,000 can be claimed for compensation.    

Water monitoring that Johnson provides includes nitrate and chloride concentrations, specific conductivity, 

static water level, flow rate, pH, and temperature (these field parameters are evaluated in the claims proc-

ess).  There is potential for more detailed testing in the future.  Eligible wells include stock, domestic, irriga-

tion, flowing wells, and also springs.   

Johnson has been working with water monitoring for more than three years.  She has conducted water 

monitoring with the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology and has done water analysis with Energy Labo-

ratories in the aquatic toxicity department.  Her work experience gave her an extensive understanding of 

water sampling and analysis procedures.  Johnson is also an Army veteran that proudly served during Op-

eration Iraqi Freedom. 

Johnson works to maintain good relationships with landowners and knows the meaning of respect towards 

private property.   She wants to protect producer’s way of life by providing landowners the tools and infor-

mation to help preserve and safeguard their resources. 

If you are interested in receiving an application and the rules regarding compensation, or would like to learn 

more about sampling your well please contact Johnson or the Rosebud Conservation District.  Contact 

Johnson at (406) 850-3431 or cbmwater@gmail.com.  Contact the Rosebud Conservation District at (406) 

346-7333 Ext101, or the Big Horn Conservation District at (406)-665-3442 Ext112. 



Check out our new website: 

www.rosebudcd.com 

Like us on facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

Congratulations to our Rosebud  

Conservation District 2013 Stewardship 

“Where Does your Water Shed?” Poster  

Contest Winners:  

2nd-3rd Grade-Destiny Hein 

4th-6th grade– Tara McDermott 

https://www.facebook.com/RosebudCD

