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Charles Helvey 

Charles Helvey was a Big Horn Conservation Dis-

trict supervisor for 13 years, from 1977 thru 1990.  

Following his retirement from the board, Charlie 

remained an associate supervisor of the district for 

another 24 years until his 

death on May 9, 2014 in 

Sheridan, Wyo. 

During his time on the 

board Charlie served as 

both its chairman and vice chairman.  Charlie was an expert 

cow man who took a great interest in natural resource con-

servation, not only on his own land, but everywhere.  He did 

a first-rate job of representing the Decker area of the Big 

Horn Conservation District during his tenure.  

Wayne Nipple 

Wayne Nipple was a District Conserva-

tionist with the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service for nearly 40 years.  

He arrived at the Hardin field office from 

the Big Sandy field office in the early 

1960s and retired in the early spring of 

1994.  Following his retirement Wayne 

remained active at what he loved, play-

ing in the mountains and the outdoors, 

until his death on July 12, 2014 in 

Billings, Mont. 

During his time as District Conservation-

ist at the Hardin field office, Wayne worked closely with the board of supervisors of 

the Big Horn Conservation District in directing the conservation efforts in Big Horn 

County.  Wayne truly believed in and lived a conservation-oriented life. 

In our thoughts and memories……. 



2 

Views expressed by individual columnists in 

this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn   

Conservation Districts. 

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND THANK 

OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AT HOME 

AND OVERSEAS.  

 Fish Wildlife and Parks host annual 5th grade 

fishing days! 
On May 13, 2014 a Kid’s Fishing Day event was held at Castle 

Rock Reservoir in Colstrip, in which 5
th
 grade students from 

schools throughout Rosebud and Treasure Counties participat-

ed.  Students started the morning by taking part several educa-

tional presentations, including: hypothermia; live fish identifica-

tion; multiple functions of the reservoir; casting; and water safe-

ty.  Students then put 

their newly acquired 

knowledge to use, as they were “turned loose” to fish.  A ma-

jority of students caught fish, which were primarily bluegill 

sunfish and green sunfish.  One dedicated student claimed 

to have caught over 20 fish.  At the end of the event each 

student was allowed to take a fishing rod and reel home. 

This annual event is coordinated by Montana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks, and it relies very heavily on volunteers from the sur-

rounding communities for its success.  This year over 150 

students from six schools participated. 

Ed Bukowski explains the art of  casting and the 

kids can test their skills before sending them out 

on the lake to fish. 

Kids Day at the Big Horn County Museum  
Travis Caudle, Soil Conservationist, Hardin F.O. 

On Thursday May 15
th
, 2014, The Hardin Field Office participated in Kids Day at the Big Horn County Mu-

seum.  Evan Van Order gave his presentation on the Dirty Thirties’ Dust Bowl and the topics of soil health. 

He presented the Slake Test and the Infiltration Test to the kids to demonstrate the effects of tillage on the 

soil and how tillage destroys soil structure and kills the beneficial microorganisms that inhabit the soil and 

helps keep soil functioning and productive. 

My presentation was on the different types of soil microorganisms that inhabit and benefit the soil and 

plants, how residue benefits the soil, and how microorganisms and macro organisms break down the resi-

due to benefit plants.  I used pictures to show and explain to the kids the different types of microorganisms 

and how they function, and I used the Bozeman Area microscope to show them live microorganisms within 

soils from a no-till garden.   It was a great learning experience for the kids but a greater joy to share the 

benefits of soil health to future farmers and ranchers.  

ZELKA RECOGNIZED 

Tom Zelka received a 20-year recognition award for his time volunteered to the Big Horn Conservation Dis-

trict at the conservation district portion of the Community Awards banquet held Friday, March 14, 2014 at 

the Big Horn County fairgrounds.  Tom was appointed urban supervisor from the City of Hardin in 1993 and 

has served as both chairman and vice chairman of the board over the past 20 years.  Additionally, Tom 

has represented the conservation district at three national conventions and at a large number of state and 

area meetings.     

FWP teaches water and boat safety to a group of atten-

tive kids and parents:) 
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Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share  

Incentive- $20/acre up to 20 acres up to $400! 
The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping 

systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The 

proper cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop 

disease patterns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation 

District will pay the actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in 

the conservation district boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of 

the producer are to prepare a weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and 

news article and provide information regarding fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agree-

ment is that seed mixtures consist of at least three varieties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact 

Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office to sign up and for more information. Phone: 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or stop by the office located at 270 South 

Prospect in Forsyth. 

NO-Interest Loan Program 
The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage 

people to install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Districts 

no-interest loan is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and systems 

as a part of a conservation plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation District.  Con-

servation program loans can be applied in a number of different practices including; storage tanks, stream 

bank stabilization, pumps, irrigation pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, dams, 

stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sagebrush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation 

goals. Loans are available up to $40,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three 

percent.  Applicants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applications 

are accepted and reviewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less 

than 6 months after the loan date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans 

will NOT be allowed for reseeding Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 

1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the 

Rosebud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  or 

check out our website at www.rosebudcd.com. 

Additional North Valley groundwater study planned 

The supervisors of the Big Horn Conservation District are preparing to initiate a new project to advance a 

previous study of the north Bighorn River valley by developing a groundwater model of the area.  A ground-

water model can assist residents of the valley and ultimately residents of other alluvial valleys in the state by 

identifying constraints on groundwater quantity and quality, including the role of irrigation, which can affect 

drinking water sources. 

Things such as drought, irrigation changes, and other development can affect the groundwater resource.  

Information from this study will be useful to area residents to make informed decisions on future water and 

land-use issues. 

Persons who were part of the original study may be contacted to allow further testing of their wells.  Others 

who may be interested in having their wells within the study area tested can contact the Big Horn Conserva-

tion District at 406-665-3442, ext. 112. 
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Cost-Share funds available 

The Big Horn Conservation District is the recipient of a 223 grant from the MT Dept. of Natural Resources.  

The grant will allow the conservation district to provide additional cost-share to producers in Big Horn 

County interested in experimenting with cover crops, and to provide educational outreach to producers in 

Big Horn County and surrounding areas regarding various soil health practices. 

Producers interested in utilizing cover crops on cropland, in addition to adopting other soil health tech-

niques to increase soil organic matter, can contact the Big Horn Conservation District for an application 

form at 665-3442, ext. 112.  The cost-share is limited to $20 per acre, maximum 40 acres, for a total of 

$800. 

SIX PARTICIPATE 

Six Big Horn County producers participated in a conservation district 2013 cost-share program and seeded 

cover crop mixes in the summer of 2013, totaling 430.5 acres.  The purpose of the cost-share program is to 

increase awareness and adoption of soil health techniques by producers in the county.   

In addition to reducing soil disturbance and keeping living roots in the soil as much as possible, the unique 

cover crop plantings allow for more plant diversity while keeping the soil covered, either with the crops or 

their residue, increasing the organic matter in the soil.  Depending upon the species planted, the plantings 

can provide additional livestock forage, usually after a hard stand-killing frost.   Cover crops can also have 

a significant impact in the suppression of annual weeds on cropland. 

The cost-share program has been extended into 2014 and 2015, allowing cost-share to eight producers 

each year on a total of 40 acres each.  Any producer interested in participating can contact the Big Horn 

Conservation District at 406-665-3442, ext. 112 for application forms. 

Held at the Amish Community Building in St. Ignatius, Montana.   For more information please con-

tact:  Chris Malgren, cmalgren@ronan.net 406.676.2842x102 or Ben Montgomery, 

ben.montgomery@mt.usda.gov 406.676.2842x111  or Heidi Crum, hcrum@mt.gov 406.444.6619 
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Hello Everyone, 
 
This information is meant to alert you of a new fence marking partnership to reduce sage grouse 
fence collisions statewide.  The partnership goal is to provide free markers to anyone who will hang 
them in sage-grouse habitat.  This announcement also provides a way for producers who are partici-
pating in NRCS’s EQIP program to order markers through the partnership.  The produces would then 
reimburse the Fence Partnership. 
 
New studies document the susceptibility of North American prairie-grouse to collisions with fenc-
es.  Fence collisions were attributed to 40 percent of mortality for Lesser Prairie-chickens, another 
grouse species, in Oklahoma and fence-collision rates of 0.64 strikes/mile were reported for sage-
grouse in Idaho. 
 
One important goal of the partnership is to remove any perceived obstacles that might slow the fence 
marking.  Things like cost, availability, paperwork and contracts take time and could be a barrier to 
landowners. The goal is to accelerate the availability, delivery and installation of markers throughout 
the range of sage-grouse in Montana.  This is best accomplished by making them easily obtainable 
and locally available.  
 
Markers will be available free of charge and distributed locally to private landowners through any of-
fice who expresses an interest in having them on hand. Guidance on important areas to mark will be 
offered to willing landowners through your local NRCS and BLM field offices.   
 
How EQIP / fence partnership reimbursement program will work: 
 

Producer will request markers through local NRCS office @ 20 cents each 
Producer will pay for the markers at the time they are received by producer 
 
Payment will be made out to:  

 
                Fence Partnership Reimbursement Program 

Montana Association of Conservation Districts 
1101 11th Avenue 
Helena, Montana 59601 

 
Producer will be reimbursed though EQIP  on EQIP payment schedule and therefore may not be 

immediately reimbursed 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 

Bruce Waage CWB 
NRCS/BLM Liaison-Sage-grouse 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Billings Field Office 
1629 Ave, D Suite A 4 
Billings, MT 59102 

Treasure County Conservation District has purchased a Great Plains 3PNG-15-2475, 15’ native 

grass drill, 7.5 spaling, 3x13” Press wheels, Small seed box, Center pivot hitch.  

$500 Deposit & $7/acre. 

Available to Rosebud, Treasure and Big Horn County Producers!  Call Angela Stahl at 406.342.5551 

ext. 101 for more information and to reserve the drill.  

Held at the Amish Community Building in St. Ignatius, Montana.   For more information please con-

tact:  Chris Malgren, cmalgren@ronan.net 406.676.2842x102 or Ben Montgomery, 

ben.montgomery@mt.usda.gov 406.676.2842x111  or Heidi Crum, hcrum@mt.gov 406.444.6619 
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Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

BHCD FOR SALE: 

Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

BHCD FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

 with fabric purchase 

 

FOR SALE OR RENT RCD BHCD 

 RCD FOR SALE: 

4”x5” Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$65.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $20 each 

Gate Latches: $20 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small & 

$40-large 

RCD OR RENT: 

Track Filler  $100 per day 

       $200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and maxi-

mum of 200 acres per use-Rosebud County Producers 

only at this time. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of a 

stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams and 

rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent to 

steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon comple-

tion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes necessary.  After 

the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional permits are 

required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before beginning the pro-

ject.   

Big Horn County: 

 In addition to the Tongue 

River Reservoir there are 

more than 30 perennial  

streams in Big Horn County. 

Please contact the conserva-

tion district to clarify if your 

project requires a 310 per-

mit. 

Rosebud County 

 Yellowstone River 

 Tongue River 

 Rosebud Creek 

 Lame Deer Creek 

 Otter Creek 

All Perennial 

Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County 

Require a 310  

Permit! 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 
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Welcoming New Administrators………… 

                 

March 28, 2014 Administrator’s training at Fort Keogh in Miles City.  In the picture are: Back 

row: *Mary Hendrix, McCone Co. CD; *Darlene Schwend, Carbon C0. CD; Laurie Zeller, 

Bureau Chief, DNRC; Julie Goss, Richland CD; Kodie Olson, Little Beaver CD; Bobbi Van-

nattan, Rosebud CD; Guelda Halvorson, Sweet Grass CD; Carol Watts, Custer Co. CD; 

*Penny Shipp, Valley Co. CD, Renee Nelson, Wibaux CD, *Mike Bjarko, Daniels Co. CD; 

*Tara Ostler, Garfield Co. CD; In Front, *Tanya Lester, Stillwater CD;           * Laurie Young, 

Roosevelt Co. CD; *Angela Stahl, Treasure Co. CD: and Carie Hess, Petroleum CD. At-

tending but not in the picture was Georgia Bruski, Carter Co. CD.    * denotes new adminis-

trators. 

Speakers included:  David Martin, DNRC, explaining how partners work together for Mon-

tana’s Natural Resources; Karl Christians, DNRC, speaking on administrative grants, Water 

Reservations by Ann Kulczyk and Duane Claypool, DNRC; Laurie Zeller, DNRC spoke on 

310 Law. Payroll, and daily duties, meetings and other topics were also on the agenda.  

Elena Evans, new Executive Officer for MACD introduced herself and invited the attendees 

to contact her for assistance.  David Pratt, NRCS addressed the issue of the MOU between 

the CDs, MACD, DNRC and NRCS.  Also attending were Scott Kaiser, DNRC and LeAnna 

Johnson, CMB coordinator. Speaking on the LincPass and other IT items were Sheila 

Hagemeister and Tim Miles. The seasoned administrators offered advice, and encourage-

ment.  Many questions were answered and new and old administrators left with an abun-

dance of information.  

Thanks to Julie Goss for pulling the program together and Carol Watts for hosting it. 
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6
th

 Grade Conservation Days 2014  

Each spring the Rosebud Conservation District hosts an outdoor 

classroom for area 6
th
 grade students to learn about their natural 

resources.  Students visit a variety of stations including, range, 

wildlife, surveying, forestry, soils, cultural resources and water 

quality.  The event is held at three different sites throughout the 

county.  Forsyth, Hysham, and Rosebud Schools attend a split 

site located west of Forsyth at Nile Farms and the Margaret Cole 

Homestead. Colstrip stu-

dent’s event was held at 

Castle Rock Lake just out-

side of Colstrip. Unfortu-

nately the weather was 

unfavorable on May 7, 

2014 and we were not 

able to hold the event at 

Crazy Head Springs for 

the Lame Deer, Ashland 

and St. Labre Students.    

Volunteers from the Natu-

ral Resource and Conser-

vation Service, Fish Wildlife and Parks, Montana Department of 

Natural Resource and Conservation Service and Montana State 

University Extension donate their time and expertise to teach students at a variety of stations. 

Arbor Day 
By Scott Anderson 

 
On April 25

th
, Jeff Bird and I went to 

the Forsyth Middle School and helped 
educate grades K-6 about trees.  This 
was the 2

nd
 year Jeff and I have assist-

ed with Arbor Day and it has been 
quite fun and entertaining.  The topics 
we covered ranged from different 
types of trees, physical character-
istics, what trees need to survive, 
and the role of trees on earth.  
The students were very interac-
tive and paid good attention to 

what we were teaching. After the lesson was over, we split the kids up 
into teams and ask them trivia questions.  If a team answered correctly, 
they were given a pine cone to shoot at 3 different baskets.  The bas-
kets were worth 1, 2, or 3 points and the team with the highest score got 
first pick at an assortment of candy.  The Rosebud Conservation District 
also provided every kid with a gladiola and instructions for planting it. 

Above: Byron Hould t(MSU Extensions) teaches a 

group of students about soils and Below Matt Hage-

dorn (MT FWP) shows students furs of various ani-

mals that may be found in our area.  

Teacher Karen Harms and students observe a 

core sample from a cottonwood tree. 

Above: NRCS  Soil Conservationist Jeff Bird & 

Range & Wildlife Specials Scott Anderson explain 

trees and  show the groups of students a 300 

year old tree cookies.  

Above: students shoot pine cones for points.  

Below: brothers Paden Vannattan & Landon 

Macioroski enjoy the arbor day activities.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees 
and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender 
identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental sta-
tus, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded 
by the Department.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

Meet the NRCS student intern for the summer! My name is Alyssa 

Leach, and I am from Beverly, West Virginia.  I am currently a senior 

at WV Wesleyan College where I will be finishing up a degree in En-

vironmental Studies and a minor in Economics.  After earning my un-

dergraduate degree, I plan on pursuing my graduate degree in a nat-

ural resources field.  I have three brothers and one sister.  While at 

school, I participate in intramurals, the outdoor recreation club, and 

am a member of Zeta Tau Alpha.  I love being outside, and my favor-

ite time of year is fall.  My favorite colors are yellow and green, and 

my favorite flavor of ice cream is mint chocolate chip. During my time 

at the Forsyth NRCS office, I hope to learn more about working in 

conservation, soil health, and plant ID.  Thus far, working here has 

been a great experience, and I cannot wait to see what the rest of the 

summer holds.     

I’m Kenzie Stahl and I am one of the summer interns for the 

Rosebud Conservation District.  I will be a senior at Forsyth 

High School this fall and am very involved in activities.  FFA, 

FCCLA, Volleyball, and Managing Wrestling are a few of those 

activities.   I enjoy being outside whether it be fishing, coon 

hunting or spending time with friends.  After graduation, my 

plans are to attend MSU in Bozeman and study Range Man-

agement.  

 I am really enjoying my time at the Rosebud Conservation 

District. I have done quite a variety of things from updating the 

website, to running our booth at the fair, to doing field work 

with the NRCS. There is always something to do so I am kept 

very busy!  I have been having such a good time this summer 

and am very thankful for the opportunities I’ve had through the 

Conservation District and look forward to the rest of the sum-

mer! 
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Zerbe Named Conservationist of the Year 

Dwight Zerbe was named Conservationist of the Year 

at the Big Horn Conservation District portion of the 

Community Awards banquet recently.  The event was 

held the evening of March 14, 2014 at the Big Horn 

County fairgrounds. 

Zerbe is an innovative agricultural producer who has 

developed an intensive grazing system on irrigated 

pastureland just east of Hardin.  The intensive grazing 

system of 23 acres is a 

tall fescue/clover mix, 

which includes 60 pad-

docks in 8 runs.  He com-

pletes 2 full rotations per growing season, from June 1 thru September 30.  

For the remainder of the year Zerbe rotates his animals through five addi-

tional neighboring pastures. 

Zerbe also produces 720 pounds of fodder per day for his animals using a 

hydroponic automatic watering system located in greenhouses.  The system 

produces enough fodder to provide supplemental feed for his 250 goats, 10 

pigs, 15 cattle and 200+ chickens and turkeys. 

Dwight Zerbe prepares his fodder plant-

ing in his greenhouse east of Hardin  
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Once again the Rosebud Conservation District 
will conduct tree sales. We offer a wide variety 
of tree species in a variety of sizes.  For the 
best availability, order before October 31, 2014.  
A 50% deposit is required on all orders when 
they are received. Delivery is late May or early 
April of 2015, weather dependent.  Pricing and 
ordering information  will be available in mid 
September 2014, at the Forsyth USDA Center 
located at 270 South Prospect, in Forsyth or call 
or email Bobbi Vannattan at 406-346-7333 ext. 
101; bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov . 
 
Information will also be available on our 
website www.rosebudcd.com 
  

Treasure County Conservation District~Soil Health Workshop 

Wednesday August 20, 2014 10:00am to 3:00pm 

Redlands Sale Barn, Hysham, MT 

3 miles west of Hysham exit 63 off of I94 

Please join us and see what your neighbors have been doing in an effort to improve 

the health of their soil! 

This event is FREE to the public! We will be providing coffee and breakfast snacks 

and the Treasure Bells will be catering the lunch for this event.  
 

Speakers: 
 

10:00 – 10:50 am  Mark Henning - Principles of soil health, slake and infiltration demonstrations. 

10:50 – 11:00 am  Break 

11:00 – 11:00 am Mark Henning/Ann Fisher – Soil biology. 

11:30 – 12:30 pm Lunch w/speakers: 

Brian Hanson from Billings Farm Hand – Explaining how great Plains No-Till Drill works. Kate Vogel from 
North 40 Ag will give information on the services they provide.  

12:30 – 1:30 pm  Ann Fisher – Soil Health Practices – Bale Grazing, No-Till, Mob Grazing, Crop Rotations 
etc.  

1:30 – 1:40 pm Break 

1:40 – 3:00 pm Bart Burdick – Soil Health and Grazing lands/ Cover Crop Grazing. 

Who to contact: Angie Stahl TCCD Administrator at 406-342-5466 

mailto:bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov


Rosebud CD No-Till 

Drill -20 Acres 

~ Ken Hayter~ 

 

Treasure County CD 

Northern Plains Drill 

20 acres 

~ David Redding~ 


