
The Rosebud Conservation District 

has a 15 foot 2012 No till drill for sale.  

Less than 3000 acres, sold as is and 

available upon arrival of replacement 

drill, mid to late November, 2014.  In-

terested parties can contact Bobbi at 

the Rosebud Conservation District at 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or stop by the 

CD office at 270 South Prospect, For-

syth MT. For more information 

www.rosebudcd.com . 

John Deere 1590 No Till Drill For Sale  for $45,000.00 

No-Till Gardening Workshop held in Hardin, MT 

Seanna Torske 

The Hardin NRCS Field Office held a No-Till Gar-

dening Workshop at Evan Van Order’s residence 

outside of Hardin on August 6
th
, 2014.  Workshop 

participants had the opportunity to learn about the 

five basics of soil health (diversify crops, minimize 

tillage, implement cover crops, implement livestock, 

cover the soil), how to begin a no-till garden, tips for 

maintaining a no-till garden, simple ways to make 

compost tea, in addition to a wealth of other infor-

mation.  Slake and infiltration demonstrations  were 

used to explain the benefits of having a no-till garden.  Afterwards, the participants 

were able to walk through Evan’s working no-till garden, and witness for themselves 

the advantages of no-till gardening.   

A HUGE thank you goes out to Evan Van Order 

and his family for hosting this workshop at his 

place; this workshop would not have been pos-

sible without them! 

“No-Till Gardening Workshop attendees check 

Evan Van Order’s No-Till Garden.” 

“Evan Van Order, Soil Conservationist Hardin FO, talks to workshop 

participants about the basics of Soil Health.”    

http://www.rosebudcd.com


North Valley groundwater study underway 

Gloria Menke, BHCD 

Work is progressing to advance a previous study of the north Bighorn River valley.  Eight data loggers 

have been recently installed in wells starting in Hardin and traveling up to 18 miles north.  The purpose of 

the project is to develop a groundwater model of the area, which can help identify how irrigation, drought 

and other situations can affect livestock and drinking water sources.  This information can then be used to 

make decisions on future water and land-use issues. 

Anyone interested in having their wells within the study area tested can contact the Big Horn Conserva-

tion District at 406-665-3442 ext. 112. 
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Carbon Conservation District Host Annual Area IV 

Meeting  

Carbon Conservation District hosted the annual Area IV meeting  in 

Joliet  on September 24, 2014.  The event was well attended by super-

visors, administrators, DNRC & NRCS personnel.  The local FFA 

Chapters presented Flags and served a delicious lunch.  Guest speak-

er was Roger Hybner, Research Agronomist, Bridger Plant Materials 

Center with a presentation 

on “Healthy Soil and Cover 

Crops.”   Garrett Larson, 

Joliet NRCS provided a rain simulator demonstration, that 

showed the benefits of planting cover crops and the im-

portance of soil health and aggregate to help prevent runoff 

and erosion.  The event ended with a tour  of Greg 

Schlemmers and the Plant Materials Center in Bridger.   

Local Heroes-Your Hardworking Pollinators 

The NACD Stewardship and Education Commit-

tee is pleased to announce the theme for the 

2015 NACD education materials, “Local Heroes – 

Your Hardworking Pollinators”. The materials de-

veloped will support Soil and Water Stewardship 

Week, April 26 to May 3, 2015, as well as addi-

tional education outreach. 2015 will be the 60
th
 

anniversary for Soil and Water Stewardship 

Week, which started as a national event in 1955. 

Go to www.rosebudcd.com or www.nacdnet.org 

for more information. 



Myah Van Order recently earned the Big 

Horn Conservation District conservation 

award for her project presented at the 2014 

Big Horn County Youth and Open Fair last 

summer.  Her project was a poster called 

Conservation Underground which dis-

cussed the life of various fungi, bacteria, 

algae, and other critters that inhabit the 

world below our feet.  Their effect on soil 

health was also part of the presentation.  

The first place award is $100. 

Myah is a member of the Big Horn ‘89ers 4-

H Club. 

Van Order Receives Award 

By Gloria Menke, BHCD 
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David Davenport 20 years of  Service on the  

Rosebud Conservation District Board of  Supervisors 

David Davenport has served on the Rosebud Conservation District 

Board of Supervisors since 1994.  Dave and his family live on Rosebud 

Creek  at the Diamond Ranch. His son Wes and his wife Tiffany work 

with Dave managing the ranch.  Dave’s wife Jewell is the Ag teacher at 

the Colstrip Schools.  Dave and his family managed the ranch from 1987 

to 2010 when they began leasing it.  The are dedicated to improving the 

operation and soil health with a variety of conservation practices.   

Steve Lackman  Leaves the RCD Board  

The Rosebud Conservation District would like to thank Steve Lackman for 16 

years of service on the RCD Board of Supervisors. During his time as a su-

pervisors he has worn many hats, including Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer. 

Steve has moved out the district with his family, but will continue with his 

farming operations in Rosebud County.  He will be missed and we wish his 

family the best of luck with their future endeavors. 

“The agricultural population produces the bravest men, the most valiant soldiers, and a class of citizens the 

least given to evil designs.”~ Marcus Porcius Cato (234-149B.C) 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees 
and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender 
identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental sta-
tus, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded 
by the Department.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

Soil Health Workshop 
1-5:00pm, December 3rd, 2014 

MSU Extension Office 
 317 N Custer Ave, Hardin MT 

 

Speakers and Topics Will Include:   

Dan Buerkle, Plevna-Area Farmer and Rancher 

Clain Jones, MSU Extension Soil Fertility Specialist 

Producer Round-Table Discussion 

Report on the Big Horn Conservation District’s 223 Soil 

Health Grant 

Snacks and refreshments will be provided.  
If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by December 1st, 2014 by calling:  ( 

406) 665-3442, ext. 101 

 

USDA provides reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities to participate in USDA programs and activities.  If you require special 

accommodations, please contact the Hardin USDA-NRCS Field Office at: 906.665.3442 et. 101 by November 19, 2014. 
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Rosebud Conservation District Reserved Water 
 
Montana's water reservation law provides an opportunity to legally allocate water for future consumptive 
uses as well as to maintain in-stream flows to protect water rights, aquatic life and water quality. 
 
The conservation district water reservations are for agricultural irrigation and in some districts for stock 
watering. Districts rely on land users within the basin to develop the water resource and put the reserved 
water to use. Districts encourage land users and resource managers to apply for reserved water for new 
or supplemental irrigation projects. 
 
A reservation is subject to protection under the Montana Water Use Act and is an appropriate water right 
protected by law. In the case of the conservation district, the right is held by the district on behalf of the 
individual users. Individuals will apply to the district when they have plans to put the water to use. A water 
user receives an authorization or permit from the district for the right to use a portion of the district's re-
served water. Legally, this is the same as when an individual obtains a permit from the Department of 
Natural Resources & Conservation (DNRC) to use water. 
 
The Rosebud Conservation District, as a water reservation holder, is responsible for apportioning the res-

ervation in an equitable manner. The district is also responsible for administering the use of its reserved 

water and in accordance withe the "Board of Natural Resources Board Order Establishing Water Reser-

vations". 

Rosebud Conservation District holds a water reservation of 87,003 acre-feet per year with a maximum 
flow rate of 540.7 cubic feet per second from the main stem of the Yellowstone River which has a priority 
date of December 15, 1978 (4:18 P.M.) 

 
Currently the Rosebud Conservation District has 83,540.40 acre-feet and a flow rate of 475.94 cu-

bic feet per second available. 
 

If you are in need of reserved water and would like more information or an application, contact Bobbi Van-

nattan at the Rosebud Conservation District Office or contact her via phone or email at: 406.346.7333 ext. 

101 bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov or visit our website:  www.rosebudcd.com for forms and reports.  

MACD Scholarships  

 Two $500 Scholarships are available for Montana students—high school seniors or students who are 
attending an accredited post secondary institution in Montana may apply. 

 

 Eligibility requirements include: US citizenship, Montana residency, minimum grade point average of 
3.0, and enrollment or plans to enroll in a course of study that allows students to explore natural re-
source issues. Appropriate courses of study include agriculture, agribusiness, animal science, range sci-
ence, forestry, environmental science, land resource science, plant science, etc. 

 
 Students may receive a scholarship both as a high school senior and once during post secondary ca-

reer. 

 Application Deadline is February 18, 2015 

 Go to the Rosebud Conservation District Website for  an application and more information:  

 www.rosebudcd.com  



Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

BHCD FOR SALE: 

Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

BHCD FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

 with fabric purchase 

 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

 RCD FOR SALE: 

4”x5” Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$65.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $20 each 

Gate Latches: $20 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small & $40-

large 

RCD OR RENT: 

Track Filler  $100 per day 

       $200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and maximum of 

200 acres per use-Rosebud County Producers only at this 

time. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of a stream.  The 

purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams and rivers in their natural 

or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent to steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon completion it is 

returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes necessary.  After the inspection, the 

Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional permits are required and it is up to the 

producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before beginning the project.   

Big Horn County: 

 In addition to the 

Tongue River Reservoir 

there are more than 30 

perennial  streams in Big 

Horn County. Please con-

tact the conservation district 

to clarify if your project re-

quires a 310 permit. 

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn and 

Rosebud County Require a 310  

Permit! 

If you are not sure please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 

Rosebud County 

 Yellowstone River 

 Tongue River 

 Rosebud Creek 

 Lame Deer Creek 

 Otter Creek 

BHCD RCD 
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2015 Soil Health Workshop & Exhibition  

December 1-3, 2015 The Rosebud Conservation will be hosting a soil health workshop  and Ex-

po in Forsyth Montana, at the Rosebud Treasure County Fair Grounds.  We would like to spend 

the next couple of Newsletters introducing you to some of our speakers.  Don Huber, Purdue, 

University; Burke Teichert, Beef Magazine & Dr. Elaine Ignham, Soil Food Web.  

Burke Teichert 

Burke was raised on a family ranch in western Wyoming.  His father 
and grandfather were ahead of their time in understanding the im-
portance of low-input, low cost agriculture. 
After high school, he went to BYU to study Agricultural Economics with 
an emphasis in AgBusiness.  He also served a 2 ½ year mission for his 
church in Brazil.  Upon graduating from BYU, he went to the University 
of Wyoming to get a M.S. in Agricultural Economics with emphasis in 
Farm and Ranch Management. 
While at UW he became acquainted with a very good Ranch Econo-
mist that taught him excellent methods for analyzing alternative meth-
ods of operating ranches or bringing new practices to them.  He also 
visited 40+ ranches in the state to collect data for his M.S. thesis.  
Some of those visits turned out to be life-long thought changers.  Fol-
lowing graduation, Burke served on the Ag. Economics faculty for one year. 
After his time at the University of Wyoming, Burke spent a few years in the Artificial Insemination indus-
try where he was put in touch with some of the best Animal Scientists in America—several of whom be-
came mentors.  This was a very valuable addition to the Agricultural Economics formal education. 
Burke has since worked in various aspects of farm and ranch management and consulting including:.   
 Three plus years as General Manager of the Livestock Division of U&I Inc. in the Tri-Cities area of 

Washington.  Developed a livestock division to graze the crop residue on two very large farms irri-
gated with water pumped from the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 

 Two plus years as 1/2 time Assistant Professor of Ag. Econ. at BYU and engaged in consulting 
work. 

 From 1980 to 1990 worked with the Welfare Services department of the LDS Church as Manager of 
Production and later as Manager of 7 cattle ranches in Utah. 

 From 1990 to July of 2010 worked as a General Manager and later as Vice President and General 
Manager with AgReserves Inc.  Was involved in 7 major ranch acquisitions in the US and the man-
agement of a number of farms and ranches in the US as well as Canada and Argentina.  Developed 
a reputation for organizing ranches to be very cost-effective and profitable with very efficient, small 
crews.  Also a proponent of planned, time-controlled grazing for improved soil health and ranch 
productivity. 

 Since retirement has worked as a contract manager, consultant and speaker. 
 Burke has managed ranches in a variety of locations and has had managerial oversight of two large 

farms and a dairy.  He has also traveled extensively in the U.S. and in parts of Canada and Central 
and South America as well as England, Australia and New Zealand on company business or as a 
consultant or speaker. 

 
Don Huber on Page 8………. 

“Our energy is in proportion to the resistance it meets.  We can attempt nothing great, but from a 

sense of the difficulties we have to encounter”~ William Hazlitt (1872-1933) 



Views expressed by individual 

columnists in this newsletter do 

not necessarily reflect the official 

policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn  

Conservation Districts. 

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND THANK 

OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AT HOME 

AND OVERSEAS.  

Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share  

Incentive- $20/acre up to 20 acres up to $400! 

The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping 

systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The 

proper cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop 

disease patterns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation 

District will pay the actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in 

the conservation district boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of 

the producer are to prepare a weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and 

news article and provide information regarding fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agree-

ment is that seed mixtures consist of at least three varieties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact 

Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office to sign up and for more information. Phone: 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or stop by the office located at 270 South 

Prospect in Forsyth. 

Big Horn Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share Available 

With 2015 knocking at the door, it’s time to think about utilizing a cover crop in no-till cropping systems 

next year.  In order to encourage producers to learn the benefits of cover crops, the Big Horn Conserva-

tion District has initiated a program to pay the actual cover crop seed costs up to $20 per acre on a max-

imum of 40 acres per producer.   

Producer responsibilities to participate in this program are to prepare a weed-free seedbed, use a mini-

mum of three varieties of seed in the cover crop mixture, and agree to tours and newsletter articles con-

cerning the experience.   

Contact the Big Horn Conservation District for an application form at 406-665-3442, ext. 112. 
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Don Huber, Purdue University 

Dr. Don M. Huber, Professor Emeritus of Plant Pathology at Pur-
due University, holds B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of 
Idaho (1957, 1959), a Ph-D from Michigan State University (1963), 
and is a graduate of the US Army Command & General Staff Col-
lege and Industrial College of the Armed Forces.  He was Cereal 
Pathologist at the University of Idaho for 8 years before joining the 
Department of Botany & Plant Pathology at Purdue University in 
1971.  His agricultural research the past 55 years has focused on 
the epidemiology and control of soilborne plant pathogens with 
emphasis on microbial ecology, cultural and biological controls, 
nutrient-disease interactions, and physiology of host-parasite rela-
tionships. Dr. Huber has had several concurrent careers including 
14 years as a professional labor-relations conciliator with 7 years 
service on the Indiana Education Employment Relations Board as 
a Mediator/Fact-Finder/Conciliator. He retired in 1995 as Associ-

ate Director of the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (Colonel) after 41+ years of active 
and reserve military service. Dr. Huber is past Chairman of the USDA-APS National Plant Disease 
Recovery System; a member of the US Threat Pathogens Committee; former member of the Advi-
sory Board for the Office of Technology Assessment, U.S. Congress; and OTSG Global Epidemiol-
ogy Working Group. He is an active scientific reviewer; consultant to academia, industry, and gov-
ernment; and international research cooperator with projects in 11 countries as well as in the U.S.  
He is author or co-author of over 300 journal articles, Experiment Station Bulletins, book chapters 
and review articles; 3 books, and 84 special invited publications.  He is internationally recognized 
for his expertise in the development of nitrification inhibitors to improve the efficiency of N fertiliz-
ers; interactions of the form of nitrogen, manganese and other nutrients in disease; herbicide-
nutrient-disease interactions; techniques for rapid microbial identification; and cultural control of 
plant diseases. His greatest accomplishment has been his marriage to Paula Huber and their 11 
children. 42 grandchildren, and four great grandchildren.  



Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share  

Incentive- $20/acre up to 20 acres up to $400! 

The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping 

systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The 

proper cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop 

disease patterns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation 

District will pay the actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in 

the conservation district boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of 

the producer are to prepare a weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and 

news article and provide information regarding fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agree-

ment is that seed mixtures consist of at least three varieties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact 

Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office to sign up and for more information. Phone: 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or stop by the office located at 270 South 

Prospect in Forsyth. 

NO-Interest Loan Program 

The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage 

people to install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Dis-

tricts no-interest loan is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and 

systems as a part of a conservation plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation Dis-

trict.  Conservation program loans can be applied in a number of different practices including; storage 

tanks, stream bank stabilization, pumps, irrigation pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, res-

ervoirs, dams, stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sagebrush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conserva-

tion goals. Loans are available up to $50,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of 

three percent.  Applicants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, appli-

cations are accepted and reviewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, 

not less than 6 months after the loan date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the Dis-

trict.  Loans will NOT be allowed for reseeding Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted 

after January 1, 1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the 

Rosebud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  

or check out our website at www.rosebudcd.com. 
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“The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were at when we 

created them.”~ Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 



Conservation Trees again available at Big 

Horn Conservation District 

It’s time to consider which trees or shrubs to plant in 

the spring, as right now is when the best selection is 

available.  Most of the plants need to be ordered in 

lots of 25, so if you feel you need fewer than that, see 

if you can find someone to share with in the spring.   

Please stop by the conservation district office and pick 

up an order form, or give the district a call at 665-

3442, ext. 112, to have a form mailed. 

2015 Rosebud Conserva-

tion District Tree Sales 

Once again the Rosebud Conser-
vation District will conduct tree 
sales. We offer a wide variety of 
trees and shrub species in a variety 
of sizes. NEW native grasses, per-
ennials and garden perennials.   
For the best availability, order be-
fore November 30, 2014, although 
we do take orders until early April.  
A 50% deposit is required on all 
orders when they are placed. Deliv-
ery is late April to early May of 
2015, weather dependent.  Pricing 
and ordering information available 
at the Forsyth USDA Center locat-
ed at 270 South Prospect, in For-
syth, on the Conservation District 
website: www.rosebudcd.com;  or 
call or email Bobbi Vannattan at 
406-346-7333 ext. 101; bob-
bi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov . 
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Big Potatoes 

Ginny Schrader had a big surprise 

when she harvested her red pota-

toes from her garden this fall.  

Ginny has a beautiful garden full 

of vegetable every year.  She is 

also an accomplished jelly and 

syrup maker.   

A New Career 
By Scott Anderson 

 

 On September 12
th
, The Natural Resources Conservation Service of-

fered me a permanent position in Roundup, MT.  I was thrilled by the thought 
of finally getting to live in the same town as my wife and having a long-term 
career with the NRCS.  However, I also felt torn because I would be leaving 
a place that had treated me extremely well for the last 3 years.   
 When I first came to Forsyth in December 2011, I had just graduated 
from Montana State University and had taken the Sage-Grouse Initiative po-
sition with the NRCS.  The community was quick to welcome me and it didn’t 
take long to feel accepted.  Through the years, I was fortunate to be part of 
the Men’s Golf League, become a volunteer City Firefighter, attend numer-
ous open gyms, and develop lifetime friends.  Between work and my free 
time, life was good. 
 Roundup has been nice so far and I know I’m going to be involved in new groups and meet new 
friends, but I really hope to make it back to Forsyth someday.  I’d like to say “Thank You” to all the pro-
ducers I met over the years, a great USDA staff, Forsyth golfers, the City Fire Department, and friends.  
“Good People” like you are hard to come by and I hope to see you all soon. 

Retired! 

Larry Fox has retired to work with his dad, Phil Fox on the family farm on 

Sarpy Creek.  He first started working in the Forsyth USDA Center as the 

Conservation District Technician for two years, before he took a job with the 

Natural Resource and Conservation Service as their district Technician.  All 

of us at the Rosebud Conservation District, The NRCS and the FSA wish 

Larry and his wife Shelby the very best .  

A little note from Larry: 

I would like to take this opportunity to say farewell. For ten years I have 
worked and learned in the conservation services.  I would like to thank all of 
those who have given me this great opportunity. The Rosebud conservation 
district hired me right out of college and gave me exposure and training that 
has allowed me to further my career.  In 2006 I was hired on with the 
NRCS.  Over the years everyone has been great to work with and I couldn't 
have asked for a better experience.  Thanks again. 
Sincerely, 
Larry Fox 

Above: Larry Fox dressed up as Bob 

the Builder and Scott Anderson 

(below) in 2013 for the office Hallow-

een party.  

Right, Ginney Shrader and her 

giant red potatoes! 




