
Soil Health Workshop, March 15, 2012 

Rosebud and Treasure County Conservation Districts are putting a little different angle 

on this years annual banquet and awards.  We will be hosting a Soil Health Workshop 

prior to the banquet, both to be held at the Forsyth County Club, in Forsyth. Jay Furher, 

Burleigh County Conservationist, from Bismarck, North Dakota will be our main 

speaker.  Mark your calendar and look for postings in your local paper. More informa-

tion to come. The workshop will be held from 1-5 pm and the banquet from 6:30-9pm.  

Please contact Bobbi Vannattan at the Rosebud Conservation District for more informa-

tion and to RSVP for one or both events.  The workshop is free! 

Phone: 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov 

Whitetail Divide Hazardous Fuels 

Reduction Grant 

The Rosebud County Conservation District (RCD), in cooperation with the Montana De-
partment of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) is offering a grant opportunity 
where forest land owners can apply for cost share dollars to assist them in forest man-
agement and fuel hazard reduction projects on their property.  Forest landowners in the 
Beaver Creek/East Fork Otter Creek/Pumpkin Creek drainages near or directly adjacent 
to the Whitetail Divide Area of the Custer National Forest, Ashland Ranger District are 
eligible to apply for the cost share dollars.   A professional forester will be available to all 
qualifying applicants to assist in project development and to assist in the implementation 
of those projects. 

More information on this opportunity can be found by contacting Bobbi L Vannattan, at 
the Rosebud Conservation District located at 270 S. Prospect, P.O. Box 1200 Forsyth, 
MT  59327; (406) 346-7333 ext 101 or by contacting Chris Pileski with the MT DNRC at 
406-232-2034.  

Second Annual Ladies Ag Night in Hardin Scheduled 

Seanna Sparks, DC, Hardin Field Office 

The second annual Ladies Ag Night in Hardin, MT, is scheduled for Wednesday, January 
18th, 2012, and will be held at the Big Horn Senior Center.  There is no charge to attend this 
event; a free supper and door prizes will be provided.  Registration will start at 5:00 pm, sup-
per will be at 5:30 pm, and the speakers will begin shortly afterward. 

Speakers will include:  Hayley Shipp, with the Northern Ag Network; Kate Norvell, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Area Agronomist; Bruce Johnson, Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Officer; and Tiffany Whiteclay, Outreach and Assistance for So-
cially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers (OASDFR) Coordinator. 

Ladies Ag Night in Hardin is a great opportunity for local women in the Hardin area to get to-
gether and learn about different aspects of farming and ranching.  The deadline to RSVP for 
Ladies Ag Night is Friday, January 13th, 2012.  In order to RSVP for this event, please con-
tact the Big Horn County MSU Extension Office at:  (406) 665-9770.   



NO-Interest Loan Program 

The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage people to 

install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Districts no-interest loan 

is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and systems as a part of a conserva-

tion plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation District.  Conservation program loans can be 

applied in a number of different practices including; storage tanks, stream bank stabilization, pumps, irrigation 

pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, dams, stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sagebrush 

clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation goals. 

Loans are available up to $40,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three percent.  Appli-

cants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applications are accepted and re-

viewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less than 6 months after the loan 

date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans will NOT be allowed for reseeding 

Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the Rose-

bud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov. 

1590 No Till Drill Update 

Dave Davenport, RCD Supervisor 

   The Rosebud Conservation District purchased a 15 foot John Deere 1590 No-Till drill in late 

   March 2011, and it arrived in late July. The district made the drill available to producers  

   within the Rosebud Conservation District boundaries.  Over 1,100 acres were planted by No-

vember 1st,  thirteen producers, some multiple times, were able to use the drill. 

Everyone has been very good about the time they used it, making sure to get done so that the next one can use it.  

There was a high demand for the drill, and because of the constant need, the drill probably wasn’t as clean as 

some thought it should be, but overall  it was a very successful year.   

We all hope that the crops seeded will come up next spring.  Some looked questionable this fall but flooded ground 

is something that needs to be looked at as far as what nutrient level soil is.  Keep in mind that setting depth on the 

drill, as far as seed placement goes, the deeper the blades or discs are set the shallower the seed, or so it seemed 

to be that way in hard dry soil, as the pressure wouldn’t be enough to cut into the soil and put the seed any deeper 

than if the depth had been left a t setting for 1 ½‖ or so depth.  We do recommend that when using the drill and set-

ting or changing the depth positions to please set the drill back to where it was previously set,  in the event the next 

producer may not check it, we do not want anyone to have an unsuccessful experience. 

We hope 2012 will be a very good year and more producers will sign up to use the drill April already has some pro-

ducer interest.   If you are interested in signing up or would like more information on the 1590 no till drill, please 

contact Bobbi at the Conservation District.  

Happy New Year!!  
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"A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself.  Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air and giving fresh 

strength to our people." 

-  Franklin D. Roosevelt 

"On earth there is no heaven, but there are pieces of it."  

-  Jules Renard 



“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-

grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 

etc.) should contact USDA’ s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave-

nue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Soil Health Workshop in Hardin Was a Success! 

Seanna Sparks, DC, Hardin Field Office 

The Hardin Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office and the Big Horn Conservation District hosted a 
Soil Health Workshop at the MSU Extension 
office on November 15th, 2011.  Over forty 
producers (and one little future farmer) were 
in attendance, coming from as far west as 
Columbus and as far east as Miles City.   

The workshop kicked off with a free lunch 
sponsored by the Big Horn Conservation 
District.  Ray Archuleta, a Conservation 
Agronomist with the NRCS East Technology 
Support Center in Greensboro, NC, was the 
first speaker.  Ray used slake and infiltration 
tests to show producers the difference in soil 
structure on conventional-tilled soil and no-
tilled soil.  He also discussed the importance 
of managing soil to encourage soil-microbe 
growth, diversifying crop rotations, and utiliz-
ing cover crops. 

Mark Henning, the Miles City NRCS Area 
Agronomist, talked about the success the 
Miles City Area has had in encouraging pro-
ducers to try cover crops, and listed some 
pointers producers should consider when choosing a cover crop mixture.  
Kate Norvell, the Bozeman NRCS Area Agronomist, also discussed the suc-
cesses the Bozeman Area has had with producers utilizing cover crops. 

Ann Fischer, the District Conservationist for the Baker Field Office, talked about what Fallon County has been able 
to accomplish in terms of soil health, no-till, and cover crops.  Dirk O’Connor, a farmer from Plevna, MT, discussed 
the successes they’ve had in terms of managing their cropland for soil health.  In addition to utilizing no-till prac-
tices on his farmland, they also use a stripper-header on their wheat acres.  They have also added legumes into 
their cropping rotation, as well as planting cover crops on a few of their acres each year that neighbors can graze 
their cattle on.  Jerry Sikorski, a local farmer from Baker, MT, also spoke about his successes and lessons learned 
from switching over to no-till, diversifying his crop rotation, and utilizing cover crops. 

All in all, it was an excellent workshop with a diverse array of speakers who all brought some good soil knowledge 
to the table.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to make this soil health workshop in Hardin an annual meeting, and remain 
as a great educational resource for area farmers and ranchers.  A huge thank you goes out to the workshop spon-
sors, speakers, and everyone who helped to put it on. 

Views expressed by individual columnists in 

this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn   

Conservation Districts. 

Ray Archuleta, Conservation Agronomist, 

speaks to Soil Health Workshop attendees.  

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND THANK 

OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AT HOME 

AND OVERSEAS.  



Three times the fun? 

Gloria Menke, BHCCD  

    Since the beginning of the year, Big Horn Conservation District has processed more 

       than three times the number of 310 applications than a normal year, if there is such a  

      thing.  The majority of the applications were to repair damage caused by the extreme  

           flooding this spring. 

The district is appreciative of the patience shown by those producers who waited for the onsite team to arrive at 

their site and review their proposals to repair the damage.  For those who could not wait and were forced to make 

immediate repairs, thank you for keeping the district abreast of your emergency activity. 

The Montana 310 law, better known as the Natural Streambed and Land Preservation Act of 1975, charges con-

servation districts with the responsibility to protect and preserve all streams in the state in their natural or existing 

state, and to keep erosion and sedimentation to a minimum by reviewing all proposed activity on the natural riv-

ers and streams, and the lands and property immediately adjacent to them. 

Thank you for helping us keep Montana beautiful. 
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Water Marketing 

Dave Davenport, Rosebud CD Supervisor 

A very controversial subject, to say the least.  Though a vast majority oppose the idea, a few, and that is all it 

takes, are in favor of it. 

The oil field is making this a high priority in some areas.  The oil companies are using a lot of water in the fracking 

business.  The fracking mixture is composed of 90 percent water. 

Fracking is needed in the new oil fields but water is a very valuable resource and we need to protect it and use it 

very wisely.  Putting a price on water is like putting a price on oxygen, we need both to survive. 

If you think water marketing is a good idea you can think about what the Chinese may also think of it if we start 

this process.  They want coal now but may want the most valuable resource of ours in the future. 

We all should be thinking about off stream storage as a means of future adding value to our ag commodity portfo-

lio. 

This is also a way for the oil companies to get excess water from spring runoff. The state could build these and 

they would pay for themselves during booms and be available for ag use in later years. Talk to your congressman 

and other elected officials about this very important economic development. 

MACD SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 

Scholarship Application- Contact your local Conservation District for more information or 
Go to: www.macdnet.org/MACD%20Scholarship%202011.pdf to download an application. 
Two- $500 Scholarships to Montana students—high school seniors or students who are attending an accredited 
post secondary institution may apply. 
Eligibility requirements include: US citizenship, Montana residency, minimum grade point average of 3.0, and en-
rollment or plans to enroll in a course of study that allows students to explore natural resource issues. Appropri-
ate courses of study include agriculture, agribusiness, animal science, range science, forestry, environmental sci-
ence, land resource science, plant science, etc. 
Students may receive a scholarship both as a high school senior and once during post secondary career. 

Application deadline is Tuesday, February 15, 2011. 

―Essentially, all life depends upon the soil ... There can be no life without soil and no soil without life; they have evolved to-

gether.‖ - Charles E. Kellogg, USDA Yearbook of Agriculture, 1938 

―Nature has endowed the Earth with glorious wonders and vast resources that man may use for his own ends. Regardless of 

our tastes or our way of living, there are none that present more variations to tax our imagination than the soil, and certainly 

none so important to our ancestors, to ourselves, and to our children‖ - Charles Kellogg, The Soils That Support Us, 1956  



Rosebud Conservation  

District & Big Horn County  

Conservation District 

Tree Sales  

2012! 

Conservation Plantings!  

Windbreaks! 

Wildlife Habitat! 

Erosion Control! 

 

 

It is not to late  to order trees for the 2012 planting season.  We will take orders up to the first 

part of April.  Availability my be limited on some species.  Please contact your local conserva-

tion district for more information.  

THE BEST TIME TO  

ORDER IS NOW! 

Call or Email  

Bobbi L Vannattan: 

406-346-7333 ext. 101  

bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  

Gloria Menke: 

406-665-3442 

gloria.menke@mt.nacdnet.net 
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Board Changes 

Gloria Menke, BHCCD 

Two persons have recently become board members of the Big Horn Conservation District.  Phillip Miller, a farmer 

from the St. Xavier area, was elected in the November 2010 election and replaces Richard Kehler Jr., who 

served on the board since 1977.  Phillip raises wheat and other small grains, alfalfa and grass hay. 

Also recently appointed to the board is Dan Kern, who grew up in this area.  Dan was appointed as a representa-

tive of the City of Hardin and replaces Scott Bockness who served on the board since 2003.  Dan works as a 

realtor in the area. 

Scott Anderson Joins the Forsyth USDA Office 

The Montana Association of Conservation Districts has partnered with NRCS and Montana Fish Wildlife and 

Parks to create three Rangeland Wildlife positions for the Sage Grouse Initiative, they are located in Forsyth, 

Winnett and Malta, each  will last three years.  Scott Anderson has accepted the position in Forsyth and will start 

in January, 2012.  Here Scott tells a little about himself: 

I grew up on a ranch/farm just outside of Alexander, North Dakota.  After graduating high school, I  move to Boze-
man to attend Montana State University.  Determining a major took some time, but I gladly settled on the College 
of Agriculture and started a degree in Natural Resources and Rangeland Ecology.  While in the College of Ag, I 
was a part of MSU's Range Club, Plant Identification Team, and became a member of the Soci-
ety of Range Management. 

This past summer I got married and my wife, Jessica Anderson, is attending Pullman Washing-
ton's Veterinary school.  She is interested in working with large animals and will graduate from 
Pullman in 2014.  Recently I received a position through Montana Association of Conservation 
Districts and I'm moving to Forsyth MT to start working with the NRCS. 

At the end of November, I attended a Sage-Grouse Initiative meeting in Salt Lake City.  While 
there, I was educated on NRCS practices, Sage-Grouse and their habitat, and the importance 
of sustaining agriculture.  The Sage-Grouse Initiative is working to keep sage-grouse from being 
placed on the Endangered Species List, but also to improve range condition and assist working 
ranches and farms with management practices. 



When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of a 

stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams and 

rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent to 

steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon com-

pletion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes necessary.  

After the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional permits 

are required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before beginning the 

project.   

Big Horn County: 

In addition to the 

Tongue River Reservoir 

there are more than 30 

perennial  streams in 

Big Horn County. Please 

contact the conservation 

district to clarify if your 

project requires a 310 

permit. 

 

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County Require a 

310 Permit! 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 

Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

FOR SALE: 
Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

For Sale  or Rent: 

FOR SALE: 
 

4‖x5‖ Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$60.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $15 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small 

& $40-large 

FOR RENT: 

Track Filler-$100 per day 

     -$200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and 

maximum of 200 acres per use. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

Rosebud County 

Yellowstone River 

Tongue River 

Rosebud Creek 

Lame Deer Creek 

Otter Creek 
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Rosebud Conservation District Reserved Water 

 

In 1978, to ensure and adequate supply of water for future agricultural and other uses the Montana Board of Natural 

Resources and Conservation granted water reservations in the Yellowstone River basin to conservation districts and 

other government entities.   

Montana’s water reservation law provides an opportunity to legally allocate water for future consumptive uses as well 

as to maintain in stream flows to protect water rights, aquatic life and water quality. A basin-wide system of water res-

ervations is felt to be a strong basis for protecting Montana’s interest relative to those of downstream states.  

The conservation district water reservations are for agricultural irrigation and in some districts for stock watering. Dis-

tricts rely on land users within the basin to develop the water resource and put the reserved water to use.  Districts en-

courage land users and resource managers to apply to them 

for reserved water for new or supplemental irrigation projects.  

When the Montana Water Use Act was passed in 1973, the 

option to reserve water become a major component of the 

water law. It was recognized the Montana must be respon-

sive to the need for establishing options for future diversion-

ary uses of Montana’s water resources and for maintaining in 

stream flows for the protection of existing water rights, 

aquatic life and water quality.  The law provides for the estab-

lishment of reservations of water by public entities for the 

beneficial uses that are necessary and shown to be in the 

public interest.   

A reservation is subject to protection under the Montana Wa-

ter Use Act and is an appropriative water right protected by 

law.  In the case of the conservation districts, the right is held 

by the district on behalf of the individual users.  Individuals will then apply to the district when they have plans to put 

water to use.  A water users receives an authorization or permit in their name from the district for the right to use a por-

tion of the district’s reserved water.  Legally, this is the same as when an individual obtains a permit from the Depart-

ment of Natural Resources & Conservation (DNRC) to use water.  

The first board order to establish water reservations on any river in Montana was issued in December of 1978 for the 

Yellowstone River basin.  The order reserved water for municipal use, irrigation, off stream storage, and in stream flow.  

In this basin, qualified individual users can make use of a portion of the conservations districts’ reserved water and 

take advantage of the December 15, 1978, priority date.  Municipal uses were given priority over all other reserved wa-

ter uses.  Reservations of water for in stream flows were given priority over the conservation district’s reservations 

above the mouth of the Bighorn River. For the conservation district below the mouth of the Big Horn River, including 

the water shed of the Big Horn River, the district’s water reservation were given priority over the in stream flow reserva-

tions.  

The Rosebud Conservation District, as a water reservation holder, is responsible for apportioning the reservation in an 

equitable manner.  The District is also responsible for administering the use of its reserved water in accordance with 

the ―Board of Natural Resources Board Order Establishing Water Reservations‖.  

Rosebud Conservation District holds a water reservation of 87,003 acre-feet per year with a maximum flow rate of 

540.7 cubic feet per second from the main stem of the Yellowstone River which has a priority date of December 15, 

1978 (4:18 P.M.) 

Currently the Rosebud Conservation District has  83,249.40 acre feet and a flow rate of 466.07 cubic feet per second 

available.   

If you are in need of reserved water and would like more information or an application contact Bobbi Vannattan at the 

Rosebud Conservation District Office, located at 270 South Prospect, phone or email at: 406-346-7333 ext. 101; 

bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  



Riley Singer 

Earth Team Volunteer 

Gloria Menke, BHCCD 

 

   Riley Singer, a senior at Hardin High School, 

  is the latest Earth Team volunteer at the Hardin Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service office in Hardin.  Riley partici-

pates in a co-op program through the high school which allows him 

to obtain work experience and education at various businesses in 

the community.  Riley plans to work at the Hardin NRCS office on 

Friday afternoons, and he also works other afternoons at Agri-

Leasing, a local lease company. 

A member of the Crow Tribe, Riley is fluent in the Crow language, 

learning it as his first language from infancy. 

Following graduation, Riley plans to attend Rocky Mountain College 

in Billings in the fall of 2012.  He would like to major in agricultural 

business, with an eye toward becoming a loan officer. 

Riley is the son of Richard Singer and Mandy Moccasin. 
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2012 NACD  

Poster Contest 

The annual National Conservation Poster Con-
test provides kindergarten through twelfth grade 
students an opportunity to convey their thoughts 
about soil, water and related natural resource 
issues through art. It also highlights the educa-
tional outreach efforts of conservation districts 

and their state conservation associations, auxiliaries and agencies. The poster contest theme follows the annual 
Stewardship theme. The contest is co-sponsored by the National Association of Conservation Districts and the 
NACD Auxiliary. 

Each year, the poster contest starts at the district level. Individuals and teachers with questions regarding district 
contests should contact their local district. District winners advance to the state level. Finally, state winners ad-
vance to the National Contest. National winners are recognized each year at the NACD Annual Meeting. 

*This contest is open to public, private, or homeschooled students grades K-12.   

 There is more information available on the NACD Website: www.nacdnet.org  

Teachers and parents,  please contact your local conservation district for local entry forms, rules and timelines.   

Rosebud County contact:      Big Horn County contact: 

Bobbi L Vannattan      Gloria Menke 

PO Box 1200       724 West 3rd Street 

270 South Prospect      Hardin, MT 59034  

Forsyth, MT 59327      406.665.3442 

406.346.7333 ext. 101     Gloria.menke@mt.nacdnet.net  

Bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov 
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Sage Grouse Workshop held in Decker, MT 
Seanna Sparks, District Conservationist, Hardin F.O. 

 
The Hardin NRCS Field Office, the Big Horn Conservation 
District, and the Miles City Area Sage Grouse Local Working 
Group held a Sage Grouse and Range Management work-
shop at the Spring Creek School north of Decker, MT, on Oc-
tober 18th, 2011.  A grant for the workshop was funded 
through the Sage-Grouse Opportunity Grant that is offered 
through the Montana Association of Conservation Districts. 
There was excellent turnout for the workshop, and we couldn’t 
have asked for a more beautiful fall day when the workshop 
started with a field trip out to the CX Ranch west of Decker to 
check out a conifer re-
moval project.  The 
purpose of the project 
was to remove coni-

fers from sage grouse habitat; due in part to the conifers creating a perch for 
predatory birds as well as the increased ground water conifers use com-
pared to other rangeland grasses and forbs. 
After the field trip, the group returned to the Spring Creek School where 
Rick Danvir, the wildlife manager for the Deseret Land and Livestock Com-
pany, spoke about their success with managing their ranch profitably for 
both livestock and wildlife.  Tim Griffiths, the NRCS Sage Grouse Initiative 
Coordinator, spoke about the Sage Grouse Initiative; also reiterating the fact 
that, ―What is good for good for the Sage Grouse is good for the rancher.‖ 
After the workshop, a free supper was provided, with Joe Fidel manning the 
barbeque grill (thanks, Joe!).  A special thank you goes out to the Big Horn 
Conservation District for sponsoring the supper, as well as a thank you to 
Evan Van Order, Soil Conservationist Hardin F.O., for letting us use his grill! 

   Kelsey Rhinehart Earns 

Award 

  Gloria Menke, BHCCD 

   Kelsey Rhinehart of Custer, a 

   member of the Peg-A-Way 4-H 

   Club, earned a $100 Series EE 

bond for her conserva-

tion project display at 

the 2011 Big Horn 

County 4-H fair recently.  The exhibit was a quality weed control notebook.  This is 

the second year that Kelsey has won the award.  The annual conservation award is 

sponsored by the Big Horn Conservation District. 

Resource materials and information are available at the conservation district office 

to any youth exhibitor interested in developing a conservation project to display at 

the fair.  Contact either the Big Horn Conservation District or the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service at 665-3442. 

Bruce Waage, NRCS BLM Liaison, speaks to the workshop at-
tendees at the CX Ranch. 

Joe Fidel Bozeman Area Resource Conservationist, and Tim 
Griffiths, NRCS Sage Grouse Initiative Coordinator, show a 
local rancher how to estimate sage brush canopy cover. 
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―History is largely a record of human struggle to wrest the land from nature, because man relies for sustenance on 

the products of the soil. So direct, is the relationship between soil erosion, the productivity of the land, and the pros-

perity of people, that the history of mankind, to a considerable degree at least, may be interpreted in terms of the 

soil and what has happened to it as the result of human use.‖ - Hugh H. Bennett and W.C. Lowdermilk, circa 1930’s 

Fifth Annual Event 

The fifth annual Yellowstone River event, sponsored by the Yellowstone River Conser-

vation District Council (YRCDC), was held on Wednesday, August 31st.  Passengers 

boarded boats at Amelia Island Fishing Access Site in Hysham and traveled approxi-

mately 36 miles downstream to Rosebud West Fishing Access Site.  During the tour 

participants from the conservation districts that border the Yellowstone River, the US 

Army Corps of Engineers, the Montana Department of Natural 

Resources & Conservation, Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, and 

many others, learned about the effects of bank stabilization on Yel-

lowstone River fish assemblages, channel dynamics (how the river 

moves around within its bed and banks), and released juvenile pal-

lid sturgeon into the river just below the Cartersville Dam.  Due to 

inclement weather, a presentation about the past, present and fu-

ture of the Cartersville Dam was given at the Forsyth Country 

Club.  Dinner of local beef and Yellowstone River catfish followed 

for the approximate 80 participants.   

The YRCDC is made up of supervisors appointed by the conserva-

tion districts that border the Yellowstone River.  In 2004, they signed 

a cost-share agreement to take the local lead in a multi-displinary 

study about the biologic, hydrologic, and socioeconomic impacts of man 

on the river.  The study includes 19 individual scopes of work, 14 of which 

have been completed to date.   

The YRCDC is also committed to developing Best Management Practices 

for the wise use and conservation of the Yellowstone, the longest free-

flowing river in the lower 48 states. In addition to these voluntary recom-

mendations, they are also developing management tools including Chan-

nel Migration Zone maps, a clearinghouse for study data, and an internet 

map viewer.  For more information, visit us on the web at www.yellowstonerivercouncil.org or 

―A true conservationist is a man who knows 

that the world is not given by his fathers, but 

borrowed from his children.‖ -John James 

Audubon 

Thomas  & Paden caught 

some really nice catfish 

on the Yellowstone River 

this fall! 

http://www.yellowstonerivercouncil.org


Best wishes to you &your families  during this holiday season & all 

throughout the New Year, from all of us at Big Horn  

Conservation District & The Rosebud Conservation District . 

Big Horn Conservation District: 

District Manager:  

Gloria Menke 

Board of Supervisors: 

Roy Neal-Chair 

Steve Schanaman-Vice Chair 

Dan Lowe– Treasure 

Jerry Lunde– Supervisor 

Phillip Miller-Supervisor 

Dan Kern– Urban Supervisor 

Tom Zelka-Urban Supervisor 

Advisory to the District: 

Bill Uffelman– Associate Supervisor 

Charles Helvey-Associate Supervisor 

NRCS: 

Seanna Sparks-District Conservationist 

Evan VanOrder-Soil Conservationist 

Steve Tentis-Soil Conservation Technician 

 

Rosebud Conservation District: 

District Administrator: 

Bobbi L Vannattan 

Board Of Supervisors: 

Doug McRae-Chair 

Steve Lackman-Vice Chair 

Dave Davenport-Treasure 

Don Youngbauer– Supervisor 

Alan Mereness– Supervisor 

Dennis Kenney– Urban Supervisor 

Advisory to the District: 

Jack Knobloch-Associate Supervisor 

NRCS: 

Rocky Schwagler-District Conservationist 

Danae Pinkerton-Range Conservationist 

Kami Kilwine-Range Conservationist 

Jeff Bird-Soil Conservationist 

Larry Fox– Soil Conservation Technician 

Scott Anderson-Range & Wildlife Specialist 


