
SUPERVISOR  

RECOGNIZED 
Dan Lowe received a 20-year 

recognition award for his time vol-

unteered to the Big Horn Conser-

vation District.  Dan received his 

award at the recent conservation 

district Area IV meeting held at 

Homesteader Park in Huntley.  

Dan has served as treasurer of 

the conservation district for the 

last three years.  Presenting the 

award are Jeff Tiberi, Montana Association of Conservation Districts executive direc-

tor, and Pete Woll, Montana Association of Conservation Districts president.  

RCD Host’s 2013 Governors Range Tour 

The Rosebud Conservation District (RCD) hosted 
the 2013 Governors Range Tour (GRT) on Sep-
tember 9-10, 2013.   The GRT is an annual event 
held at different locations throughout the state.  
The Montana Department of Natural Resources 
and the Natural Resource and Conservation Ser-
vice assisted RCD with the event this year.    The 
tour began with a stop at Steve Lackman’s farm at 
Hathaway, Montana. Steve discussed soil health 
and cover crop grazing followed with a demonstration of Little Beaver Conservation 
Districts Rainfall Simulator, conducted by NRCS District Conservationist Ann Fischer 
and Little Beaver Cd’s Administrator Kodie Olson.  The tour included stops at Fort 
Keogh Livestock and Range Research Laboratory in Miles City MT, where a variety of 
speakers touched on several topics including, Plant Bud Banks, Fire Frequency & 
Grazing Management and long term cattle studies. Dave and Wes Davenport provid-
ed a tree thinning demonstration with their grinder, discussion included their thinning 
project and successes and rangeland condition after fires.  The group was able to tour 
through some of the burn areas of the 2012 fire season.  A stop at the Deer Medicine 
Rocks on Jack Bailey’s was a fitting end to a successful event.  The Rosebud Conser-
vation District would like to thank all of our state and local sponsors for the event and 
the Forsyth High School Drama Club for providing a great night of entertainment.  For 
more pictures  see pg 9 and please visit the RCD website at  www.rosebudcd.com.     
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What’s Variety Got to Do With It? 

Seanna Sparks, District Conservationist, Hardin NRCS FO 

If you’ve ever purchased seed or come across a seed tag before, you may have periodically noticed a vari-

ety of seed listed as, “VNS,” or “Variety Not Stated.”  So, what exactly does this mean?  Well, a seed with 

the Variety Not Stated, means just that; the specie of seed being sold isn’t listed as a specific variety.  

Some people jokingly call VNS seed the “Broom Variety;” meaning that it’s whatever variety of seed the 

company swept up into a pile and sold.  Some states actually don’t allow seed to be sold with the VNS 

statement (Missouri is one of these states), but Montana is not one of them. 

So, you might be won-

dering, just what’s the 

big deal?  You might be 

able to save yourself a 

few dollars buying VNS 

seed, so what’s the real 

harm?  Well, the adage, 

“You get what you pay 

for,” comes in to play 

here.  Plant breeders 

spend years developing 

the genetics that go into 

the seed varieties you 

are purchasing.  These 

differences in genetics 

can affect productivity, disease resistance, 

drought tolerance, seed stand longevity, etc.  

When you purchase a VNS seed, you won’t 

have knowledge of any of these genetics; it is 

quite possible the seed isn’t even suited for 

site or purpose you need it for. 

You could compare purchasing VNS seed and 

a Specified Variety seed to purchasing a grade 

(or unregistered) yearling horse to a breed-

registered yearling.  With a breed-registered 

colt, you have access to a wealth of pedigree 

information, and you can get an idea of the po-

tential performance of this prospect.  With a 

grade colt, you won’t have this information, 

and you can end up getting a mixed-bag of un-

known performance data. 

Your local NRCS Field Office can assist you in 
designing a seed mix that is best adapted to 
your location and management needs.  You 
can go to:  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/

A seed tag showing grass species with a “Variety Not Stated” designation. 

Above:  A seed tag with the grass variety clearly stated. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mt/contact/
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Coal Bed Methane Protection Program’s Water Monitoring in Your Area 

Le Anna Johnson, the program coordinator for the Coal Bed Methane Protection Program, works with your 

local conservation district in gathering baseline water data.  Establishing a baseline is important because it 

provides verifiable data on your well and also gives you an understanding of your quality and quantity of 

your water resource.  This understanding can be useful for making future decisions on water use and 

helps identify impacts that may occur in the future. 

Water monitoring that Johnson provides includes a field inventory of nitrate and chloride concentrations, 

specific conductivity, static water level, pumping water level, flow rate, pH, and temperature.  There is po-

tential for more detailed testing too.  Eligible wells include stock, domestic, irrigation, flowing wells, and al-

so springs.   

If you are interested in having your well sampled please contact Johnson or your Conservation District.  

Contact Johnson at (406) 850-3431 or at cbmwater@gmail.com.   

The next Regular CBMPA Meeting is  tentatively scheduled for Wednesday February 12, 2014 at the For-

syth USDA Center at 10:00 am.   

Sign up now for the Rosebud Conservation District Cover Crop Cost Share  

Incentive- $20/acre up to 20 acres up to $400! 

The Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping 

systems.   

The purpose of this incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  The 

proper cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop 

disease patterns, cycle deep nutrient and be used for haying and/or grazing.  The Rosebud Conservation 

District will pay the actual seed and seeding cost up to $20 per acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer 

in the conservation district boundaries.  Funds have been made available for 8 projects. Responsibilities of 

the producer are to prepare a weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and 

news article and provide information regarding fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agree-

ment is that seed mixtures consist of at least three varieties of seed in the cover crop planting.  Contact 

Bobbi L Vannattan at the Conservation District Office to sign up and for more information. Phone: 

406.346.7333 ext. 101 or email bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov, or stop by the office located at 270 South 

Prospect in Forsyth. 

Agenda in Progress for more information or to register 

call Bobbi @ 406.346.7333 ext 101 or check out our 

website www.rosebudcd.com. 
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CONSERVATION AWARDS  

PRESENTED 

Two members of the Big Horn 89’ers 

4-H club were awarded conservation 

awards from the Big Horn Conserva-

tion District at the Big Horn County 4-

H Achievement Day, October 13, 

2013.  Ashley Uffelman received a 

$100 first-place award for her weed 

book.  Nicole Halfpop received a $50 

second-place award for a Pryor 

Mountain horse poster 

and notebook.  Receiving honorable mention for her recycle 

poster was Courtney Uffelman, also a member of the Big Horn 

89’ers. 

Sayde Small and Nicole Halfpop, both 10
th
 graders 

at Hardin High School, submitted posters to the 

Montana Association of Conservation Districts state 

poster contest last spring.  Both were awarded 

recognition awards by MACD. Nicole’s  poster is 

above and Sayde’s is to the right.  

Where Does your Watershed?   

2013 Big Horn Conservation District  

Way to go!  

Top Right: Ashley Uffelman~Weed book 

Top Left: Nicole Halfpop~Pryor Mountain 

Horse Poster 

Above: Courtney Uffelman~ Recycle Poster 
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Resolution 13-05 

Fuels Mitigation & Reduction Plan 

WHEREAS, Rosebud Conservation District and the 

State of Montana have experienced a number of ex-

treme fires in recent years,  

WHEREAS,  a significant amount of fire fuels exist in 

many areas due to beetle kill, old dead and dying trees 

in thick tree stands.  

WHEREAS, the Rosebud Conservation District in coop-

eration with the state of Montana has administered a 

fuels mitigation program to lessen the chance of cata-

strophic fires in the future.  

WHEREAS,  planning and land management assist in 

the control and help prevent  and reduce the severity of 

the damage and potential loss when implemented before 

the risk becomes a reality.  

WHEREAS, Montana Conservation Districts are political 

subdivision of the state and are governed by an elected 

board of supervisors and as such are empowered to ad-

minister and manage public and private monies for pro-

jects sponsored by and located within the conservation 

district.  

THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED,  that the Montana As-

sociation of Conservation Districts encourage local, state 

and federal governments to assist in creating a market 

based approach to fuel mitigation and land management 

to promote a more sustainable method of reducing fuels 

and preventing catastrophic damage.  

Submitted by: Rosebud Conservation District 

Area Meeting Action: Area IV 

MACD Committee Assignment: Soil Resource & Land 

Use 

General Session Action: PASSED 

Resolution 13-06 

MACD Mitigation Banks 

WHEREAS, Montana’s Conservation Districts are re-

sponsible for the administration of the Montana Natural 

Streambed and Preservation Act (310) Permit, and 

WHEREAS,  projects over 300 linear feet require mitiga-

tion, and 

WHEREAS, the Army Corp of Engineers administers the 

Montana Stream Mitigation Procedure and calculates 

the number of credits required by a landowner for a pro-

ject, and 

WHEREAS, there are many qualified projects across the 

state that could earn credits to be stored in a mitigation 

bank to be used by Montana producers, and 

WHEREAS,  a mitigation bank available through the 

Montana’s conservation districts where credits would be 

stored and used or sold to producers would satisfy all or 

a portion of a mitigation requirement.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana As-

sociation of Conservation District create a mitigation 

bank and/or create partnerships with organization's that 

would be available to producers in Montana that need to 

do a project and cant because of mitigation require-

ments.  

Submitted by: Rosebud Conservation District 

Area Meeting Action: Area IV 

MACD Committee Assignment: District Operations 

General Session Action: PASSED AS AMENDED 

Rosebud Conservation District & Big Horn Conservation District Resolutions pass 

at MACD Convention, November 2013. 

Resolution 13-07 

Legal Clarification of Reserved Water Rights 

WHEREAS,  the intent of the Montana Legislature, through the Montana Water Use Act, Section 89-865 et. Seq., 

R.C.M., 1947 is to provide for the wise utilization, development, and conservation of the waters of the Sate of 

Montana for the maximum benefits of its people with the least possible degradation of the natural aquatic ecosys-

tem; and,  

WHEREAS,  Section 89-890 of the Act provides for the establishment of reservations of water by the state and 

federal governmental entities, including conservation districts and,  

WHEREAS,  conservation districts have, through the completion of a general plan for the development of each 

conservation districts reserved water, and through yearly and/or 10-year comprehensive reports to the Board of 

Natural Resources Establishing Water Reservations acknowledges Board satisfaction with the purpose of each 

conservation district water reservation, the need for each conservation district water reservation, the amount of 

water necessary for the purpose(s) of each conservation district water reservation, and that the conservation dis-

trict water reservation(s) are in the public interest, and   CONTINUED ON PAGE 7…………….. 

“If you want to succeed  you should strike out on new 

paths, rather than travel the worn paths of accepted 

success.”– John D. Rockefeller (1839-1937) 
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Big Horn County CD 

724 W 3rd St 

Hardin, MT  59034 

406-665-3442 x 112 

BHCD FOR SALE: 

Moisture Probe—$40 each 

Hydrosource (plant gel)—$5 pint 

Wildlife Ramps—$25 each 

BHCD FOR RENT: 

Tree Planter - .10/tree , $30 minimum 

Fabric Laying Machine— 

.10 per tree,$30 minimum without 

 fabric purchase or 

.05 per foot (plus cost of fabric) 

 with fabric purchase 

 

FOR SALE OR RENT RCD BHCD 

 RCD FOR SALE: 

4”x5” Marking Flags -$10/bundle 

Soil Probe————-$60.00 

Wildlife Ramps: $20 each 

Gate Latches: $20 each 

Books: 

Weeds of the West—$40 

Range Plants of Montana—$20 

Irrigator’s Guide—free 

Rosebud County Land Ownership Map Book-$28-small & 

$40-large 

RCD OR RENT: 

Track Filler  $100 per day 

       $200 per week 

1590 No-Till Drill-$7/acre; minimum of $200 and maxi-

mum of 200 acres per use-Rosebud County Producers 

only at this time. 

Rosebud CD 

270 S. Prospect 

Forsyth, MT 59327 

406-346-7333 ext.  101 

When do you need a 310 permit? 

A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of a 

stream.  The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and preserve streams and 

rivers in their natural or existing state and to prevent damage to the lands and property immediately adjacent to 

steams and rivers. 

The application process is pretty simple.  You can pick one up at your local conservation district office. Upon comple-

tion it is returned to the conservation district.  An inspection of the proposed project is sometimes necessary.  After 

the inspection, the Board of Supervisors make their decision.  Keep in mind that sometimes additional permits are 

required and it is up to the producer to make sure that all the permits have been secured before beginning the pro-

ject.   

Big Horn County: 

 In addition to the Tongue 

River Reservoir there are 

more than 30 perennial  

streams in Big Horn County. 

Please contact the conserva-

tion district to clarify if your 

project requires a 310 per-

mit. 

Rosebud County 

 Yellowstone River 

 Tongue River 

 Rosebud Creek 

 Lame Deer Creek 

 Otter Creek 

All Perennial 

Streams in Big Horn 

and Rosebud County 

Require a 310  

Permit! 

If you are not sure 

please contact your 

local conservation  

district! 



7 

Continued from page 5 Resolutions……. 

WHEREAS M.C.A. 85-2-316(8)(a) states: A person desiring to use water reserved to a conservation district for agri-

culuitral purposes shall make application for the use with the district, and the district, upon approval of the application 

Shall inform the department of the approved use and issue the applicant an authorization for the use.  

THERFOR, BE IT RESOLVED that Montana Association of Conservation District (MACD) shall encourage, through 

contact and monitoring feedback reports, the Montana Department of Natural Resource to adhere to Section 89-8-

107 of the Act, and Section 85-2-316(8)(a) M.C.A and assist conservation district in their efforts to promote beneficial 

use of Montana’s waters by allowing use of conservation districtict reserved water to be exempt from DNRC change 

process if 

1. The source was identified on the original reserved water application; 

2. The original public notice of the CD reflects correct information of proposed use; 

3. The place of use, township, and range are listed on the original reserved water application; 

4. The proposed use does not exceed 10.0 cfs or 1,000 ac/ft per year; and 

5. The purpose is for agricultural irrigation.   

BE IT FURTHURE RESOLVED that Montana Association of Conservation Districts working jointly with DNRC to ad-

here to M.C.A. 85-2-316(8)(a) to approach the Montana Legislature to provide sufficient funding and staff to timely 

process approved conservation district reserved water applications.  

AND BE IT FURTHURE RESOLVED that Montana Association of Conservation Districts seek legal clarification that 

a conservation district reserved water right  is a conditional water right protected by law as is a permit to appropriate 

water, and as such is not subject to the same requirements of a new water right permit application.  

Submitted by: Big Horn Conservation District 

Area Meeting Action: Area IV 

MACD Committee Assignment: Water Resources 

General Session Action: PASSED  AS AMENDED 

NO-Interest Loan Program 

The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage 

people to install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Districts 

no-interest loan is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and systems 

as a part of a conservation plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation District.  Con-

servation program loans can be applied in a number of different practices including; storage tanks, stream 

bank stabilization, pumps, irrigation pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, dams, 

stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sagebrush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation 

goals. Loans are available up to $40,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three 

percent.  Applicants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applications 

are accepted and reviewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less 

than 6 months after the loan date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans 

will NOT be allowed for reseeding Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 

1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the 

Rosebud Conservation District office at 406-346-7333 ext. 101 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  or 

check out our website at www.rosbudcd.com. 
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2014 Poster Contest 

The annual National Conservation Poster Con-

test provides students in grades kindergarten 

through 12 an opportunity to convey their 

thoughts about soil, water and related natural re-

source issues through art. It also highlights the 

educational outreach efforts of conservation dis-

tricts and their state associations, auxiliaries and 

agencies. Resource materials, promotional Pow-

erPoint and more can be found on the 2014 DIG 

DEEPER: Mysteries in the soil poster contest 

page. 

Soil is an amazing substance. A complex mix of minerals, air, and water, soil also teems with 
countless micro-organisms, and the decaying remains of once-living things. Soil is made of life 
and soil makes life. 
To the farmer, soil is where crops grow. 
To the engineer, soil is a foundation upon which to build. 
To the ecologist, soil supports communities of living things. 
To the archaeologist, soil holds clues to past cultures. 
To the city dweller, soil nurtures grass and gardens. 
To the soil scientist, soil is all of these things. 
Soil has been called "the skin of the earth" because it is the thin outermost layer of the Earth's 
crust. 
Like our own skin, we can't live without soil. 
Source: Soil Science Society of America 

Rosebud County contact Bobbi at the Rosebud Conservation District Office, 406.346.7333 ext. 101 

Big Horn County contact Gloria at the Big Horn Conservation District Office, 406.665.3442 ext 112 

Open to all public, private, or home schooled students K-12.  

BIG HORN CD SUPERVISOR APPOINTMENTS 

The Hardin City Council recently appointed two persons to represent the City of Hardin for a three-year 

term on the Big Horn Conservation District board beginning December 1, 2013.  Re-appointed was local 

realtor Dan Kern, who will be representing the city for a second term.  Newly appointed is Missy Wacker, a 

local insurance agent.  Current board members welcome them aboard and look forward to working with 

them. 

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 

or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 

etc.) should contact USDA’ s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

http://www.nacdnet.org/education/contests/poster/2014
http://www.nacdnet.org/education/contests/poster/2014
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Views expressed by individual columnists in 

this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 

official policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn   

Conservation Districts. 

THE BIG HORN & ROSEBUD CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS PROUDLY SALUTE AND THANK 

OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN AT HOME 

AND OVERSEAS.  

New Soil Conservationist in Hardin 

Hello all, my name is Travis Caudle and I’m the new Soil Conservation-

ist for the NRCS in Hardin Montana. I’m originally from Pine Bluff Ar-

kansas. I attended the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff where I 

graduated with a Bachelors of Science degree in Agriculture Business. 

While in college I obtained the opportunity to intern with NRCS in Co-

lumbus Montana the summer of 2011. Upon completion of graduating I 

then got hired full time in Lewistown Montana. I worked there for a year 

and a half and I’m now in Hardin and loving it!!! I hope to meet all of the 

producers of Big Horn County and build a wonderful working relation-

ship with you all!!!  

Rosebud Conservation  

District & Big Horn 

Conservation District 

Tree Sales  

2014! 

Conservation Plantings!  

Windbreaks! 

Wildlife Habitat! 

Erosion Control! 

 

Trees for the 2014 planting season should be 

ordered as soon as possible for the best se-

lection and availability.  For more information 

or assistance  on your planting, contact the 

conservation district that serves your area. 

Trees are delivered the last week of April first 

week of May, weather dependent.  

It’s not to late! 

Order your trees now! 

Call or Email  

Bobbi or Gloria! 

Bobbi L Vannattan: 

406-346-7333 ext. 101  

bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  

Gloria Menke: 

406-665-3442 

gloria.menke@mt.nacdnet.net 

www.rosebudcd.com 

Conservation Tree Sales 2014! 
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NRCS - Prescribed Grazing on Native Rangeland 

 
The goal of prescribed grazing is to improve rangeland resources and ranch sustainability through live-

stock grazing. Each prescribed grazing plan is written by the rancher with assistance from NRCS.  A pre-

scribed grazing plan follows principles supported by decades of experience and research to increase 

rangeland health and condition over time.   

Take Half, Leave Half 

Move livestock when utilization of key forages (the plants you want) nears 50% of the current year’s 

growth. Plant vigor greatly decreases if more than 50% of that year’s growth has been removed because 

the plant must use stored energy from its roots to recover.  When grazed properly, growth points on the 

plant are left intact so growth can resume growth quickly after grazing and the following growing season. 

The remaining residual cover also protects and feeds the soil. Only in very specific circumstances can 

heavier use of plants occur to create a desired outcome – grazing in that area will not occur again until 

plants have fully recovered.  

Change Season of Use 

Grazing each field during a different season throughout a rotation promotes vigor for the full range of 

rangeland plants, since no species will be grazed repeatedly during its most vulnerable stage. For exam-

ple, a field grazed during the spring one year may be grazed during the summer, fall or, winter the next.  

Changing season of use promotes plant diversity, which is important safe guard against drought, disease, 

and other disasters.  

No Season Long Grazing 

Rotating livestock through a series of fields reduces re-grazing of individual plants within a growing sea-

son (which severely depletes plant vigor) and allows them to fully recover before being grazed again.  

Preferred grazing periods during the growing season are 30 days or less, but can be as long as 45 days 

or as short as a few days – depending on management objectives.  

Distribute Grazing/Target Grazing 

Prescribed grazing plans often are associated with water developments and fencing used to distribute 

grazing. This helps to reduce the number of areas that are grazed too hard or not grazed at all. Overgraz-

ing and under-utilization can both reduce rangeland health and decrease forage production if allowed to 

continue for too long. However, in special circumstances, NRCS may recommend target grazing to focus 

grazing in an area during a certain timeframe to achieve a desired outcome.    

Rotate Winter Feeding Areas and Spring Calving Pastures 

Consecutive years of winter feeding and calving on native rangeland can be harmful to rangeland plants.   

Rotating your winter-feeding areas will spread the benefits of additional manure and litter cover to other 

areas of your ranch and allow winter pastures to be grazed during the growing season some years 

throughout the rotation. Changing the season of use on spring calving pastures will help plants that are 

vulnerable to spring grazing recover and stay vigorous.     

Develop a Plan B 

A contingency plan that addresses threats from fire, drought, insects, and other natural catastrophes, can 

increase the long-term sustainability of the operation.   

Rangeland Monitoring and Record Keeping 

NRCS helps develop monitoring plans that measure the response of the rangeland to the implemented 

management. Monitoring data, along with complete grazing records, gives insight in to how well the man-

agement has worked or if further changes can to be made.   



Arts Tire’s and Service 

First Interstate Bank of Colstrip 

Rosebud Foods 

Forsyth Golf & Country Club 

Yellowstone Pharmacy 

Western Energy Company 

Youngbauer & Youngbauer Family 

Dentistry 

First State Bank of Forsyth  

Westwind Motor Inn 

Rails Inn Motel 

PPL Montana 

Montana Livestock Ag Credit 

Montana Land Reliance 

Home Oil 

Montana Sage Grouse Initiative 

Forsyth Hardware & Home Center 

State Farm Insurance– Shan Kuntz 

Thank you to our local Sponsors! 

The Rosebud Conservation District would like to recognize all or our  

local businesses that sponsored the 2013 Governors Range tour!! 


