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Note from the AIS Bureau: 

All watercraft inspection stations are now closed for the season.  Great work was done by partners and 

FWP staff inspecting a record number of watercraft this year.  We also had a great group of new 

partners engaged with the AIS program this season, supporting watercraft inspection, early detection 

monitoring and outreach. As we wrap up another boating season, we are taking a close look at the AIS 

program and are exploring changes to help ensure Montana’s AIS program is as effective as possible. 

I would like to provide more information on an incident that occurred in September that highlights some 

of the challenges we are working to address for next season. A commercially transported boat from 

Chicago destined for Seattle stopped at the Wibaux inspection station in late September. (Chicago boat) 

The boat had been out of the water about 2 weeks and had mussels that were easily seen in the motor 

area. The inspector at the Wibaux station did not inspect the boat and provided paperwork to the driver 

indicating it was clean. By doing this, the inspector ignored protocol and allowed a boat with mussels to 

proceed across the state. The boat then stopped at the Anaconda station where inspectors reviewed the 

inspection paperwork and allowed the boat to proceed without inspecting it. When inspectors 

encounter a boat that has already been inspected by another Montana inspection station, they are 

trained to look at the boat to ensure it is clean but do not conduct a full inspect.  The Anaconda 

inspectors failed to look at this boat.  

 

http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0084.html


When the boat encountered the Ravalli station, the inspectors followed protocols and identified mussels 

on the boat.  Inspection staff decontaminated the boat and the state of Washington was notified so they 

could follow up when the boat reached its destination.  

This incident highlights some of the challenges that Montana and other states encounter when 

managing watercraft inspection stations.  Inspectors are seasonal employees working long days in 

remote areas with minimal supervision.  Ensuring staff follow protocols correctly every time all season 

long is an ongoing challenge.   

FWP has implemented many changes to address quality control at inspection stations.  One significant 

change is contracting with local partners to manage watercraft inspection stations.  When a station is 

managed by a local entity it provides local management and closer oversight of station operations and  

direct supervision of staff.   A great example of this partnership is the Confederated Salish and Kootenai 

(CSKT) management of the Ravalli inspection station.   CSKT also utilizes its own resources to expand 

enforcement, allow for night operations and hire management staff to provide direct oversight of the 

station. 

FWP and our partners are exploring strategies to improve station operations during the 2020 season 

including:  updating protocols, hiring a consultant to evaluate inspector training, adding monthly training 

modules for inspectors, implementing new supervision and quality control requirements for contracted 

stations, expanding contracted inspection stations and providing a survey for boat owners to report 

their inspection experience.   

Strategies to improve inspection station operation and management is one of the main topics at the AIS 

Summit  on December 4-5.   The AIS Summit will provide an opportunity to discuss challenges and 

identify solutions to ensure Montana has the most effective AIS program possible.  

If you have questions or need any further information, please call or email. 

Thank you.  

Tom Woolf, AIS Bureau Chief.  

 

 

• Over 111,000 watercraft inspected this season in Montana by partners and FWP staff. 

o 16 watercraft intercepted transporting zebra/quagga mussels into the state.  

▪ The most recent on October 13th intercepted at Flowing Wells traveling from Iowa to 

Fort Peck. 

o Over 100 watercraft intercepted transporting aquatic weeds. 

o Over 10,000 inspections conducted at Glacier National Park. 

• Watercraft inspection data from this season can be found here:  Inspection Data  

• FWP enforcement staff conducted over 250 AIS related traffic stops and issued over 100 citations 

this season. 

• 2019 end of year reports are currently being compiled and will be available in early 2020. 

 

Watercraft Inspections  

 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/ba6a79c9be714ba29856fcd194d64a23


 

 

• Over 2,100 mussel veliger early detection samples have been collected. 

• No evidence of invasive mussels has been found in Montana this season. 

• New Zealand mudsnails (NZMS) were detected at a private hatchery facility near Hamilton.  The 

facility was quarantined and an eradiation treatment has been initiated. NZMS are found in a number 

of locations east of the Continental Divide, but this is the first detection in Montana west of the 

Divide.  The press release can be found here:  NZMS at Hatchery.   

For more information on NZMS go to:  NZMS Info  

• Early detection monitoring data can be viewed here: 2019 Early Detection Monitoring Data 

• Due to no further invasive mussel detections at Canyon Ferry, FWP has initiated the process to 

remove quarantine requirements for the 2020 boating season.  Canyon Ferry  

 

 

 

• Teachers from across the state attended a workshop at the Montana Learning Center on Canyon Ferry 

Reservoir to learn about AIS curriculum and lesson plans developed by the Flathead Lake Biological 

Station and the Watershed Education Network.   Another AIS teacher workshop will be offer in 2020. 

 

 
 

• Nonresident boat owners are required to purchase an AIS prevention pass in Montana. 

• Zebra mussels identified in Lake Francis Case, SD. South Dakota Mussels 

• Working together to protect Flathead Lake.  Sampling for AIS 

• Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes present to the Western Regional Panel. CSKT AIS  

• Walley found in Upper Thompson Lake. walleye detection  

• AIS Summit December 4-5:  Carroll College in Helena. More Summit information. 

Early Detection Monitoring  

 

Outreach and Education 
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http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/species/ais/speciesId/molluscs.html?id=newZealandMudsnail#newZealandMudsnail
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https://flbs.umt.edu/newflbs/education/
https://www.montanawatershed.org/
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https://www.keloland.com/news/local-news/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-lake-francis-case/
https://missoulian.com/news/local/what-s-in-the-water-researchers-wrap-up-sampling-season/article_1dc097eb-45ff-525f-976f-a1d11fc0c96a.html
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/cskt-invasive-species-effort-presented-at-the-western-regional-panel/article_8723aa14-f13c-11e9-8be4-cf1adf6c29f0.html
https://www.cbbulletin.com/montana-fwp-finds-illegally-introduced-walleyes-in-upper-thompson-lake/
http://cleandraindry.mt.gov/AIS-Summit

